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E X CE I. L EN GV 
RICHARD PENN, Eſq. 
| (Late) GovERNOR of the 


Province. of PENNSYLVANIA. 


THERE i 18 nothing can convey a more re- 
fined pleaſure to the deſcendants of illuſtri- 
ous men, than to ſee the characters of their 
anceſtdrs handed down with honour to Poſ- 


terity. 


The following pages le in the firſt 
place, to One from whom you are lineally 

deſcended :—One, whoſe eminent abilities, 
and inflexible virtue, crowned him with de- 
| ſerved and permanent. honour :—And, ſe- 
condly, to the late ſtate, manners, commerce, 
arts, and civil polity, of a country which HE 
planted, and firſt eſtabliſhed, under a form 
of government that has juſtly become the 
admiration of the world. | 
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As this country was lately under your go- 
vernment, to whom can this work be dedi- 


cated with fo much propriety as to Your 
Excellency ? 


In preſerving the genuine ſpirit of choſe 
excellent laws which the wiſdom of your 
great Predeceſſor eſtabliſhed ; and in endea- 


vouring to promote true freedom and hap- 


pineſs in that flouriſhing province, when 


under your protection, I flatter myſelf you 
only fulfilled a duty correſpondent with 


your on inclination. 


The name b PENN has been long thi 
nourable on both ſides the Atlantic; and 
that it may remain ſo, through a ſucceſſive 
tine of illuſtrious deſcendants, is che un- 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


TO TEE 
R E A D E R. 

HE Lo Letters were written by a Gentleman reſiding it 
Philadelphia, no leſs loemed for his amiable virtues, than for his 
learning, wit, and genitis: hey were firſt printed there, and ſoon 
ran through a numerous impreſſion ; fince which, a ſecond edition, 


xeviſed and corrected by the Author, has been publiſhed : From this 
{econd edition the at publication i is made. 


As theſe letters 5 y free froba the ſpirit of party, and con- 

tain nothing injurious to religion or morality ; bift, on the contrary, are 
fraught with matter both inſtructive .and entertaining the Editor 
| Batters himſelf he has performed an acceptable ſervice to the public, in 
reprinting them in this nation. A work that has done ſignal honour to 
In Author in a country juſtly celebrated for literary merit; and which 
his Excellency the (late) Governor PENN has freely permitted to be 5 
dedicated to himſelf, will N | 
reader of taſte and MET: 


& kind reception from every 
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LETTER I. 


To the RicuT HONOURABLE the LORD 
eren P 


—, at OXFORD. 


My "Ng 


By the laſt New-York mall 1 received a let- 
ter from CHARLES, informing me of your 
| Eordfhip's return from /aly, and your reſo- 
Jution' of ſpending a few months at Oxford. 
I well- know your particular attachment to 
the agrecable ſociety of Magdalen-hall, and 
could almoſt with myſelf for a few weeks 
upon the banks of 4 is, that I might be an 
Humble partaker of that Feaſt of reaſon and 
that flow of ws in which you bear ſo illuſ- 


A | trious 


EE | 


trious a part. But I muſt * out the time 
of my tranſportation. Two years at leaſt 
was the period, which my good Lord H— 
allotted me to ſpend in this, and one or two 8 
neighbouring provinces of North-America. 
Think not, however, that I repine at my 
ſituation. I am delighted with this country. 
The New WORLD is indeed launched forth, 
and has proceeded more than half-way o meet 
| the OLD. But if the country itſelf was not 
ſo charming, as it really muſt appear to 
every impartial eye, yet I have been placed 
in ſuch circumſtances, as could not fail of 
making any ſpot upon earth agreeable. I | 
| have been happily introduced to a ſet of ac- 
quaintance, whoſe, hoſpitality, good ſenſe, 
and good humour, do honour to human 
nature. I am entertained at. a merchant's 
houſe in this city, who 1 is of the ſect of peo- 
ple called ee and is polleſſed of as 


4. 


* A merry alluſion to the nb of thoſe convies, who are 


| ick übel to be tranſporte | ta, America far a certain number 
wh ped % N | 


muck 
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much urbanity and true e as J have 
ever met with. 

J am now ſitting at a window, that over- 
looks the majeſtic Delaware, compared with 
which our /i and Cbervvell, though immor- 

talized in ſong, would appear but little bab- 
bling brooks. The woods along the oppo- 
ſite ſhore of New-Ferſey are clothed in their 
brighteſt verdure, and afford a pleaſing reſt 
and refreſhment to the eye, after it hath 
glanced acroſs the watry mirror. Whilft I 
am writing this, three top-ſail veſſels, wafted 
along by. a gentle ſouthern breeze, are paſ- 
ſing by my window. The voice of induſtry 
perpetually reſounds along the ſhore ; and 
every wharf within my view is ſurrounded 
with groves of maſts, and heaped with 

commodities of every kind, from almoſt 
Aer of the globe. 1 


2 cannot behold this lively active ſcene, 
without lamenting, that the ſtreams of com- 
merce ſhould ever be checked in their courſe, 


or directed to wander i in other channels, 
AS: than 


| than thoſe which they now poſſeſs. Was 
your Lordſhip to be but a few months on 


the ſpot, you would feel the force of this 


reflection; and I am ſure, your juſtly-ac- 


quired influence in 2 Britiſh Parliament 


would ſoon be exerted to ſilence the cla- 
| mours of jealouſy, and rectify che mifin- 


formed zeal of true patriotiſm. I know that ; 


you move in a much- larger ſphere, than is 
1 generally circumſcribed by the hand of Par- 
! ty; "4 and if you have hitherto voted on the 


fide of Adminiſtration, it was becauſe you 


have hitherto apprehended it to be the ſide 
of juſtice: For your honeſt heart is ever 
ready to embrace TI UTH, even when in- 


troduced to you in the form of a Juxivs ora 


WiLkes.—But I am not going to. enter 
upon the field of politics—This [ leave to 
CHARLES, ks has often told us, that he 
would not give a farthing for a converſation 


that was not well ſeaſoned with religion or 
poli tics. I only mean to entertain your 


Lordſhip at preſent, with a ſhort account of 


what 
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eve ſeen. and heard ſince I have 
been in this City. 


"Dank © DG in his conneQtion of 
the Old and New. Teſtament, ſpeaks of 
WILLIAM PENN's having laid out his new 
city after the plan of BaByLon. Perhaps 
it might be difficult at this time of day to 
aſcertain, what this plan was. Be this as It 
may, I am not ſo well verſed in antiquity as 
to be able to pronounce, whether there is 
the leaſt reſemblance or not betwixt BAB Y- 
LON and PHILADELPHIA. Of this, howe- 
ever, your Lordſhip may be certain, that no 
city could be laid out with more beauty and 
regularity than PHILADELPHIA. Its ſtreets 
croſs each other at right angles: thoſe 
which run from north to ſouth being paral- 
lel to each other, as well as thoſe from eaſt 
to weſt. Notwithſtanding the vaſt progreſs 
that has been already made, a conſiderable 

time muſt elapſe before the whole plan is ex- 
ecuted. The buildings from north to ſouth, 
along the bank of the Delaware, including 
the ſuburbs, now extend near two miles, 


and 


ITY 4 8 
and choſe from eaſt to weſt, about half 


a mile from the river. But according to the 
original plan, they are to extend as far, nay 
father, I believe, than the beautiful river, 
Schuylkill, which runs about two ne welt 


of Deiaware,” 


nee e kigidred 


feet wide, would have a noble appearance, 
were it not for an ill-contrived court-houſe, 
and a long range of ſhambles, which they 


have ſtuck in the very middle of it. This 


may, indeed, be very convenient for the in- ö 
habitants, and on their market-days exhibits | 
ſuch a ſcene of plenty, as is ſcarcely: to be | 
equalled by any ſingle market in Europe.— 
But I am apt to think, that moveable ſtalls, | 
contrived ſo as to afford ſhelter from the 
weather, would have anſwered the purpoſe 


full as well, and then the avenue might have 
been left entirely open.— The ſtreets are all 


well paved in the middle for carriages, and 
there is a foot-path of hard bricks on each 


fide next the houſes —The houſes in gene- 


ral are plain, but not elegant, for the moſt 


part 


w <8. 
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part built upon the ſame plan, a few. 1. 
cepted, which are finiſhed with ſome taſte, 


and neatly decorated within. — The ſtreets 


are well lighted by lamps, W at proper 
diſtances, and watchmen and ſcavengers * 
are conſtantly employed for ſecurity and 


cleanlineſs, 


Almoſt every 1e& in Chriſtendom have 
here found an happy aſylum ; and ſuch is 
the Catholic ſpirit that prevails, that I am 
told, they have frequently and cheerfully 
aſſiſted each other in erecting their ſeveral 


places of worſhip.— Theſe places too gene- 
rally partake of the plainneſs and neatneſs of 


their dwelling-houſes, being ſeldom enriched 


by any coſtly ornaments. Here are three 


churches that uſe the liturgy and ceremo- 


nies of our Church of England; but only 


two of them are under any _ epiſcopal 


= The author as been nike] in Th. rticle—There 


are no ſcavengers in philadelphia yet, 4 it is hoped, that 
4 regulation of this king will ſoon take place. 


5 tt | juriſdic- 


(8) 
juriſdiftion.* Curs7-Cuvren has by far 
the moſt venerable appearance of any building 
in this eity; and the whole architecture, in- 
eluding an elegant ſteeple, (which is fur- 
niſhed with a complete ring of bells) would 
not diſgrace one of the fineſt ſtreets in Weſt- 
_ minſter. The eaſtern front is particularly = 
well deſigned and executed ; but its beauty 
is in a great meaſure loſt, by its being ſet too 
near the ſtreet, inſtead of being placed, as it 
ought to have "a7 _ or 8 * back. 
The . as it is 3 | 10 a 
urge plain building, two ſtories high—The 
lower ſtory is divided into two large rooms; 
in one of which the Provincial Aſſembly 
meet, and in the other the Supreme Court 
of Judicature is held The upper ſtory con- 
ſiſts of a long gallery which is generally uſed 
for public entertainments, and two rooms 


adjoining it, one of which is appropriated 


Is Sies che firſt uns ii of theſe letters, the Bi ſhop of 
London, at the earneſt requeſt of the veſtry-men and congre- 


gation of Sr. Paul's Church, has ordained and licenſed their 
Miniſter. 


for 
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for the Governor and his Count; the other, 
[ believe, is yet unoccupied. In one of the 
wings, which Join the main building, by 
means of a brick arcade, is depoſited a valu- 
able collection of books, belonging to a num- 
ber of the citizens, who are incorporated by 
the name of TE LiBRakRY COMPANY OF 
PHILADELPHIA. To this library I have 
free acceſs by favour of my friend the mer- 
chant, who is one of the company. You | 
would be aſtoniſhed, my Lord, at the gene- 
ral taſte for books, whiz h prevails among all 
orders and ranks of people in this city. — The 
| librarian aſſured me, that for one perſon of 
diſtinction and fortune, there were twenty 
tradeſmen | * ee 8 this ri; 
Behind and adjoining to the Statehouſe, 
was ſome time ſince erected a tower, of 
ſuch miſerable architecture, that the Eegiſla- 
ture have wiſely determined to let it go to 
decay, (the upper part being entirely of 
wood) that it may hereafter be built upon a 
new and more elegant conſtruction. Mr. 


F. , the late ſpeaker of the Aſſembly, 
with 


e d 
Sith. whom 1 have ſeveral times converſed, 
informed me, that the plot of ground on 


which the ſtate-houſe ſtands, and which is 
one of the ſquares of the city, is to be 


planted with trees, and divided into walks, 
for the recreation of the citizens. I could 


not help obſerving to hiin, that it would be 


a conſiderable improvement of their plan, if 


the Legiſlature could . purchaſe another 
ſquare which lies to the ſouth of this, — 


apply it to the ſame ſalutary purpoſe; 
otherwiſe their walks muſt be very 1 


ed, unleſs they make them of a Fireular - = 


ſerpentine form. 


The internal police of this city is is extreme- | 


ly well regulated. You ſeldom hear of any 
ſuch mobs or riots, as, I am. told, are fre- 


quent among their northern neighbours, | 
The poor are. amply. provided for, and 
lodged and boarded in a very large and 
| commodious building, to which they have 


given the name of Taz Hovse os Eu- 
PLOYMENT 3 "becauſe all ſuch as are able 
49 work are here employed in the different 


trades | 


FE 
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trades. or manufactures to which they were 
brought up. This building likewiſe ſtands 
upon one of the city ſquares, and when 
compleated, will form a quadrangle, as 
large, and of much the ſame appearance, as 
ſome. of our colleges. In paſſing through 
the apartments, I obſerved and pointed out 
to one of the managers who was ſo obliging 
as to accompany me, an inconvenience, 

which he aſſured me, would be rectified, as 
ſoon as their funds would admit of it, vis. 
The want of a few little private rooms, for 
the better accommodation of ſuch poor, as 
have formerly lived in good circumſtances, 
and whoſe miſery muſt needs be conſidera- 
bly heightened by their being abliged to 
board and lodge in the ſame common and 


open apartment, 0 the vileſt of ew ſpe- 
cies. | 


For the ſick and lunatic an HosPITAL, 
has been erected, by private contributions, 
under the particular countenance and encou- 
ragement of the Legiſlature —The building 
is {till unfiniſhed. —1 le round it. but 


A. 


did not chooſe to venture into'this retreat of 


human woe, as I had formerly ſuffered much 
from a viſit. to Bedlam, | 


Will 1 with it breakfaſt one day laft week 
with Dr. M —, whom I had feen at Ox- 
ford ſome years ago, he received a card to 
attend a Public Commencement at the Col- 


tege the next day. —As I expreſſed a deſire 
'of accompanying Him there, if it ſhould not 


be inconvement, he very politely called upon 


me in the morning, and took me into the 
| apparatus- room, where the Truſtees or Go- 
vernors of the College were met. There is 


no place or ſcene, that I have viſited, ſince 


my arrival in America, at which I more 
ardently wiſhed for your Lordſhip's pre- 
ſence, than this. I accompanied the proceſ- 


ſion of Truſtees and Profeſſors into their 


public hall. The Provoſt opened the Com- 
mencement with two or three Collects of 


our Liturgy, well choſen and adapted to the - 


- occaſion, together with an excellent prayer 
of his own compoſition. The exerciſes 


were ſome in Engliſh, and ſome in Latin, 
5 : cConſiſting 


( 1 3 ) 
confiſting of Forenſic and Syllogiſtie Diſpu- | 


tations, and ſeveral little eſſays in the decla- 
matory way, which the young Gentlemen, 
for the moſt part, delivered with propriety 
of pronunciation and action; though a 
Gentleman who ſat next to me, declared, 
that the preſent candidates were by no means 
equal to many who had received the ho- 
nours of this Seminary. | Their pronoun- 
ciation of the Latin, indeed, ſeemed to be a 
little defective; and yet they have an excel- 
lent pattern in the Gentleman who preſided 
during the acts, who ſpoke with great dif- 
tinctneſs, and paid due regard t. to the quan- 
tity and emphaſis. 


The peculiar attention that is given in this 

Seminary to the Engliſh language, is worthy 
f of being imitated by our Univerſities and 

Academies at home. — They have a Profeſ- 
ſor here, whoſe ſole buſineſs it is to teach boys 
their native tongue grammatically, and in- 
ſtruct them in the method of reading and 
pronouncing it with propriety. For this 

purpoſe, he is frequently exereiſing them 1 in 
little 


4% }Þ 

little 1388 extracted from plays, parlia- 
mentary debates, Roman hiſtory, poems, ſer- 
mons, c. and I am told, that the Seminary 


owes much of its preſent reputation to this 
park of its plan, 


The Profeſſor of ng has the Catia 
and Greek ſchool in excellent order, both 
with reſpe& to inſtruction and diſcipline ; 


and he aſſured me, that he had ſeldom leſs 


than eighty or ninety boys under his care.— 


The higher Claſſics are read in the Philoſo- 


phical ſchools, under the direction of the 
Provoſt and Vice-Provoſt, who give lectures 
in Geography, Mathematics, Logic, Rheto- 
ric, Natural and Moral Philoſophy. 


Upon the College has lately been engraft- 
ed a medical ſchool, with Profeſſors in all the 
branches neceſſary to complete a medical 


education.—So that they have now annually 


a a courſe of Lectures in Anatomy, the The- 
ory and Practice of Phyſic, Botany, Materia | 


Medica, and Chymiftry. Pupils from all 
parts of the continent, I am told, have 


crouded 


00 

*M 
30 
1 
"IN 


E 


crouded to Philadelphia ſince this ſchool was 
opened, as the advantages here are thought 
to be almoſt equal to thoſe in Europe, 


Nothing now ſeems to be wanting to ren- 
der this Seminary an Univenſ {y in the largeſt 
ſenſe of the word, but two more profeſſor- 
ſhips, one in Divinity, and the other in Civil 
and Municipal Law. The firit of theſe, 
however, is ſupplied by the Provoſt himſelf, 
who reads a courſe of Divinity Lectures, 
when any of his Pupils declare themſelves 


candidates for the Miniſtry. 


One thing I muſt not omit, which cannot 
fail of giving pleaſure to a benevolent heart; 


and that is, that to this College is annexed a 


Charitable School, in which youth of both 
| ſexes are inſtructed in all the neceſſary parts 
of a common Engliſh education. A mer- 
chant of my acquaintance aſſured me, that 
he knew ſeveral inſtances of the happy ef- 
fects of this charity; and among the reſt, 
that the young man, to whom he entruſted 

: els II the 
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the chief part of his buſi get Had received 
his education n wholly at chis ſchool. . 


The ſituation of Philadelphia, 3 in the very 
centre of the Britiſh colonies, the manners 
of its inhabitants, the benevolent and catho- 
lic plan of this Seminary, which exceeds 
any thing T ever met with at home or 
abroad, together with the moderate expenſe 
of a learned education here, are circum- 
ſtances, which, J am perſuaded, muſt give 
this College the preference to any that are 
or may be erected in North-America; and 
I doubt not but that the inhabitants of the 
Weſt-India Iſlands, many of whom have 
been well-educated, and have an high taſte 
for literature, did they onee make the expe- 
riment, would ſoon be indueed by the ſue- 
ceſs. to prefer an American to an Engliſh 
education; at leaſt for the earlier ſeaſon of 
their children's lives. For my part, I muſt 
confeſs, in ſpite of all my prejudices in fa- 
vour of our beloved Oxford, that, had I a 
ſon, I ſhould certainly chooſe to let him g 
through a courle of education at Philadel- 


phia 


E 
phia College, before I ventured to ſend him 
. to that Univerſity. For your Lordſhip 
well knows, that what we principally expect 
from ſpending a few years at Oxford or Cam- 
bridge, are, the opportunities we have there 
of converſing with men of genius, and form- 
ing ſuch uſeful and agreeable connections, as 
may contribute not a little to our future hap- 

pineſs in life. | 


The very ingenious Dr. F—N, who, 
your Lordſhip may remember, was introdu- 
ced to you one evening at the D-— of 
Nb s, and who has been celebrated 
all over Europe for his diſcoveries in electri- 
city, was among the firſt projectors of this 

inſtitution: And I recollect, a few days ſince, 
to have heard a gentleman of this city, who 
is a friend to literature, and no enemy to 
Dr. F—N, expreſs an ardent wiſh, that 
he would relinguiſh his political employ- 
ments, and once more reſume the Philoſo- 
Phical Chair; adding, that the calm regions 
of Philgſophy would, in his opinion, agree 
much better with the Doctor's genius and 


B diſpoſition, 
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diſpoſition, than the ſtormy element of Po- 
-Certain it is, that his fellow-citi- 


litics. > 
zens acknowledge themſelves much indebted 
to him for many of che excellent inſtituti- 
ons, that do honour to their city and pro- 
vince. Nor are they wi 'thout hopes, that 
he will yet return to his native Country, and 
employ. the remainder of his days in aſſiſting 
them to compleat the ſeveral plans, for the 
ſucceſs of which he once appeared to be ſo 


much in earneſt. 


The College, however, is at preſent in 
good hands. Gentlemen of the firſt diſtinc- 
tion for learning and fortune are among its 
Truſtees. The Provoſt is well known for 
his literary character and excellent compoſi- 
tions, both in Europe and America. 2: Hr 
was particularly patronized by the late good 
and learned Archbiſhop of Canterbury, wlioſe 
memory your Lordſhip reveres; and by his 
influence, obtained his Maj eſty's brief for a 
collection throughout England for the joint 
benefit of this Seminary, and that of New- 
Tork. Your Lordſhip, I remember, was a 


1 | contributor ; 
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contributor ; and expreſſed your high appro- 
bation of the liberal and generous plan, on 
which it was founded. This plan is moſt 
religiouſly adhered to; and though among 
nine Profeſſors, there are but three of the 
church of England, yet this is not owing to 
any neglect or diſreſpect towards the mem- 
bers of our communion, but becauſe no 
more than theſe three have hitherto pre- 
ſented themſelves as Candidates for any Pro- 
feſſorſhip ; and the Truſtees never enquire 
into the religious profeſſion, (provided it be 
proteſtant) but ſolely into the literary merlt 
and moral character of thoſe that offer. 
The Vice-Provoſt is one of the eldeſt and 
moſt reſpectable Miniſters of the Preſbyte- 
rian Denomination; and has the honour of 
being among the firſt that introduced Science 
into this heretofore untutored wilderneſs. 


I could not help expreſſing my ſurprize, 
in a converſation I had ſome time ſince with 
Mr. G- y, (an eminent and worthy 
lawyer in this city, and now Speaker of the 
Houſe of Aſſembly) that the Legiſlature 
Ba :. a 


their protection. The Hoſpital and — . 
of Employment, i obſerved, had been fa- | 

| voured with their countenance. And, as 
the cultivation of the human mind is an ob- 


ject of much higher importance, chan the 
care of the body; and the advantages de- 
rived from this College to the city and pro- 
vince, muſt needs be very conſiderable, 1 
could not but think it very juſtly entitled to 
ſome ſhare of their liberality. 1 do not re- 
collect this Gentleman's anſwer but I 
W as 80d, Upon 2 proper apf bit 
that his influence and intereſt would be 
cheerfully exerted in that Honourable Houſe, 
to obtain an handſome endowment! for this 
inftirution. | 


1 have been the more minute and cireum- 
ſtantial in my account of the College, as I 
know your Lordfhip-is particularly intereſted | 
in the progreſs of literature.; and I am happy 
in an N ee * affording you a little 

nn. 


„ 4 


= 


entertainment, that will be agrecable to your 
taſte. 


- 


I am, my Lob, 
| Your Lordſhip' s moſt ſincere Friend, 
And devoted Servant, 
T. CASPIPINA. 


PHILADELPHIA, 


July 4th, 1771. 


n CHARLES grows more and 
more diſſatisfied with Juxivs. He entreated 
Sir W N D 
York, in October laſt, once more to enter 
the liſts with this Knight of the poliſbed ar- 


Mour. Sir W-, however, very. politely 


R, who was at New- 


replicd, that he had engagoments. on his 
hands at preſent of a more agrecable nature. | 
Your Lordſhip has doubtleſs feen Lady 
D 


gueſs wht theſe engagements were. 


R, before this time, 10 that YOu may 
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LETTER II. 


To CHARLES MARSEILLES, LE 
af NEw-YORK. 


L1BERTY, dear Cranrus, WG gence 
of Pennſylvania. Its inhabitants think, and 
| ſpeak, and act from her immediate inſpira- 
tion. The pooreſt labourer upon the ſhore 
of Delaware, chinks himſelf entitled to deli- 
ver his ſentiments in matters of religion or 
politics with as much freedom as the gentle- 
man or the ſcholar, Indeed, there is leſs 
diſtinction among the citizens of Philadel- ; 
Pbia, than among thoſe of any civilized city 
in the world. Riches give none: For every 
man expects one day or another to be upon 
a footing with his wealthieſt neighbour ;— 
and in this hope, ſhews him no cringing ſer- 
vility, but treats him with a plain, though 
reſpectful familiarity. Offices or poſts of 
honour give none—but ſuch as every wiſe 


and 


e 

and virtuous man would allow to be neceſ- 
ſary for the ſupport of government. Lite- 
rary accompliſhments here meet with de- 
| ſerved applauſe. But ſuch is the prevailing 
taſte for books of every kind, that almoſt 
every man is a reader; and by pronouncing 
fentence, right or wrong, upon the various 
publications that come in his way, puts him- 
ſelf upon a level, in point of knowledge, 
with their ſeveral authors. This, you will 
ſay, is not peculiar to the Philadelphians, but 
may ſerve as a general character for moſt 
readers in the world Be it ſo—You may 
ſee in one portrait the reſemblance of many 
a face—But the ſtrength of the contour, the 
particular arrangement of the features, the 
countenance, or ſome other ſtriking circum- 
ſtance, reminds you of the friend that it re- 

ſembles moſt. CER 


I mean not by this obſervation to inſinu- 

ate any thing to the diſadvantage of the Phi- 

| ladelphians.— I love and admire them too 

5 much to harbour even a thought of the kind. 
Their conduqt uniformly flows from that 15 

, 8 1 b 
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Satt of 1 which they inherit from a 
Britiſh anceſtry, which has not been ſuffer- 
ed to degenerate, but has rather acquired new 
vigour by being tranſplanted into an Ameri- 
can ſoil. Freedom of enquiry will neceſſa- 
rily lead to freedom of ſpeech; and though 
an honeſt mind will ſometimes be miſtaken 
in its opinion of men and things, yet its very 
miſtakes are pardonable, inaſmuch as they 
proceed not from a depraved heart, but a 
miſinformed judgment. I love to hear a 
plain man deliver his real ſentiments with 
that downright bluntneſs, which is generally 
characteriſtic of integrity; though it may 
ſometimes be affectedly aſſumed to hide a 
deceitful, or countenance an impertinent, 
temper. 


Sitting the other day in one of the coffee- 
| houſe boxes, I heard a perſon behind me 
giving his ſentiments upon the letters of Ju- 
ius, one of which he had juſt been read- 
ing: © I have no patience,” ſaid he, with 
* the admirers of this writer.—Fine-turned 
periods, brilliant n and choice 


* expreſſions, 
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8 expreſſions, may charm a ſuperficial reader. 
„hey are very pretty but then their 
= dazzling beauty ſo captivates the inferior 
* faculties, that the judgement is not at li- 
* berty to examine the ſentiments, if there 
be any, Which they are intended to recom- 
mend and enforce.— Take from JN 
„all his well-dreſſed perſonal invectives 
* againſt his Sovereign and his Miniſters, 
and try to find out what is his real aim, 
« or whether liberty is fo much in danger, 
as he would have us apprehend, from the 
P- of G—— and his puny aſſociates 
and I believe you will be tempted to think, 
that he is only playing a part in a Farce, 
« whoſe title ſhould be Much ado abort no 
e thing. For my part, I do really Took upon 
all I have ſeen of his writings, to be no bet- 
ter than refined Billing foate—rogne and 2 
© cal would not have anſwe cred his purpole ſo 
0 well or he 10 have uſed them with- 


e gut ceremony.“ 
This critigue upon Foxtus, whether it be 
juſt or not, ſeems to agree very well with 


(<6) 


the lopMation you once gave him, of the 
Knight of the poliſhed armour.—For, J ſup- 
poſe you meant, that this armour, though 


er —— was far from veg oo 


Parties, L am told, ſome time ago, ran 
Re high in this place.—Some were for 
changing the Preprietary into a Regal go- 
| vernment for what reaſon I have not been 
able to diſcover; unleſs they could imagine, 
that the Adminiſtration at home, would be 
more anxious to preſerve their privileges 
inviolate, than a family, whoſe immediate 
intereſt. it muſt needs be ſo to do. All is 
calm and ſerene at . preſent. 


People of 
different opinions can now talk with cool- 
neſs upon the ſubject, and all ſeem to be 
united in one general deſire to promote the 
real intereſts of their province. 


84 much, dear Gan for one ot 
your favourite topics. If you want to know 
more of the politics of this city, you muſt 
come here and obſerve for yourſelf ;——for, 
I confeſs, I am not equal to the taſk. 


I h ave 


C27 1 

I have tranſmitted to my Lord P— as 
circumſtantial an account as I could get of 
the plan of this city, and its many improve- 
ments and inſtitutions, together with a little 
hiſtory of the progreſs of literature, which 
you know, is quite in his way. I have met 
with no hiſtory of this province, that de- 
ſerves notice. What have been publiſhed, 
are merely partial narratives of their politi- 
cal debates, which are far from being the 
leaſt entertaining or inſtructive.— I wiſh to 
ſee a regular, ſenſible, and well written 

hiſtory of Pennſylvania, from its firſt ſettle- 
ment to- the preſent period, which might 


comprize an intereſting account of the la- 
bours of its venerable founder, the progreſs 
of Commerce, of Arts and Sciences, the 
gradual improvement of taſte and manners, 
and the riſe of the various ſects of religion. 
I know but one Gentleman in this city who 
is capable of executing ſuch a work; and, 

J fear his preſent engagements, if he ſhould 
have an inclination, would not afford him 


lufficient leiſure. for the purpoſe. 


Many 
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1 n productions: in the 88 
way have been publiſhed here.— That ſpirit | 
of freedom, which I have already mention- 
ed, hath given birth even to Orators and 
Poets ; ; many of whoſe performances I have 
heard and read with the higheſt ſatisfaction. 
Some of theſe, perhaps, I may have an 
opportunity of communicating to my Lord 
P——, or yourſelf, in the courfe of our 
correſpondence. 


is returned from Briſtol. — 


Mrs. G- 
I thank you heartily for recommending me 
to ſo valuable an acquaintance. I am happy 
in her agreeable and ſprightly converſation ; 
—and ſhe has introduced me to a circle of 
Ladies at whoſe tea-tables I am ſure of 
finding delicacy without prudery, and wit 


without ill-nature. 

This will be delivered toxyou by the very 
| polite MAJOR D— who tells me, that 
| ke is well acquainted with your Uncle Cor. 


MARSEILLES, and was in the ſame corps 
with him, under the Duke, at the unhappy 
affair 


629 


affair of Minden. He adds, likewiſe, that 
your Uncle was the intimate friend of Cor. 
Ross, and was very near that amiable 
officer, when he was killed at the battle of 
FoN TEN Ox. 


Jam your's, moſt affeQtionately, . 


T. CASPIPINA, 


PHILADELPHIA, 
July 10, 1771. 
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LETTER III. 


To the RIGHT HONOURABLE LA Dp 


CAROLINE S-—, at Barn. 
1 AM truly concerned, my honoured Lady, 
at the account which Lord H gives me 
of your preſent indiſpoſition :—But I hope 
a proper regimen with a cautious uſe of the 
Bath waters, which, I am told, have been 


very ſerviceable in ſuch caſes as your's, will 


afford you a ſpeedy recovery.—Chronicalt 


complaints, indeed, are not eaſily overcome. 


| —Few have reſolution enough to perſevere 


in ſuch a change of diet, and conſtant at- 
tention to what phyſicians call the non-natr- 
rals, as would bring the whole ſyſtem into 
its former temperature. The ſcience of 
Medicine, however, ſeems to be approaching 
faſt to the ſame perfection of ſimplicity, as 


chat of True Religion. Both of them have 


their foundation in the conſtitution of man. 
8 


„ 


And the e of the 1 as well as 
thoſe of the ſoul, will ere long be better un- 
derſtood, and more ſkilfully treated than they 
have hitherto been.—I am no friend to noſ- 
trums in either caſe; and I entertain as poor 
an opinion of your Empirics in Divinity 
as of thoſe in Medicine. | Inftantaneous ope- 
rations may be ferviceable in many chirurgi- 
cal caſes, and perhaps in ſome phyſical ones; 
but the change from a confirmed bad ha- 
bit of body to a good one cannot, in the na- 
ture of the thing, be ſuddenly accompliſhed 
by any application | in the world. 

Dr. CHEYNE, whatever whimſical peculi- 
arities he may be charged with, will, upon 
the whole, be found to have laid a ſure baſis 

for future ſucceſs in the practice of medi- 
eine and I ſhall not at all be ſurprized, if, 
at ſome future day, an admirer of his ſyſtem 
ſhould venture to ſtep aſide, as he did, from 
the beaten track, and, without the pomp of 
learned preſcription, gently lead his afflicted 
patients into the narrow walk of temperance, 
from thence conduct them to the fields of 


exerciſe, 


© is 4 


exerciſe, which are ever inveſted with a moſt 
ſalubrious air; and, at laſt, to complete the 
cure, and eſtabliſh perfect health, both of 
mind and body, place them, tranquil and ſe- 
rene, in the delightful bowers of religious 
peace and heavenly conſolation. For cer- 
tain it is, that there i is a moſt intimate con- 
nection, and ſenſible {ympathy, betwixt the 
| ſoul and the body ;—and Dr. CHEYNE is 
well ſupported by the experience of all men 
in all ages, when he aſſerts, that the inward 
and irregular paſſions of the ſoul do more 
real injury to the organized material vehi- 
cle, Which it inhabits, than all the outward 
| affaults, which this vehicle ſuſtains from all 
the outward elements of nature. 


. One 18 bean a fonſible reader cannot 
but diſcover in Dr. CuzvNe's ſyſtem, and 
that is, that he — to every conſtitu- 
tion almoſt invariably one and the ſame re- 
gimen, without making a ſufficient allowance 
for different complexions, or inveterate ha- 
bits. —Nay, he ſuppoſes that hat Nate of the 


3 29 4 muſt needs be very bad, in which his 


peculiar 
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peculiar regimen is not kindly'received, and 
does not favourably operate. For my own 
part, I have enjoyed a good ſhare of health 
for many years paſt, though 1 have never 
been able to uſe one or two efſential ingredi- 


ents in his diet, without great inconvenience. 

A temperate glaſs, I think, may innocently 
exhilarate the ſpirits, without enflaming the 
blood; and 1 ſee no reaſon why I may not 

get ſtrength from the juice of the vine, as 

well as from any other vegetable or animal 
ſubſtance. In truth, every creature of God 
is good, and becomes « (ant ified,” that is, 
proves ſalutary to my ſoul as well as my bo- 


dy, when it is“ * received with prayer and 
thankſgiving.” 5 = 


You ſee, my dear Lady, Shae train of 
reflections the account of your illnefs hath 
raiſed 3 in my mind As I am but a ſcioliſt 
in phyſical matters, ſo I am careful to ſpeak 
only what J know, and teſhfy what I have 
felt. — Common ſenſe, and a little attention 


to what generally agrees or diſagrees with 
our (conſtitution, will ſet us right whenever 


CM We 
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we are wrong; or, what is better, keep 1 us 
at all times from offending againſt our own 
bodies. IS 


"oy 


we 


| Your « own experience hath already told 

you, that in religious concerns you have an 
FL 

infallible monitor within ;—and your own 


feelings | are painful or delightful according 


ST TEY 
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as you rehilt or attend to its councils. 299 
reduces all the fancied obſcurities of religion 
to plain, obvious and ſimple truths.—This 
5 makes us behold the ſame light, that irradi- 
ates the foul of t the Chriſtian, breaking forth, 
though with feebler ray, in the untutored 


breaſt of the roaming lavage.,; : 


To this bleſſed monitor doth the Author of 
Chriſtianity continually appeal, and to bring 
it forth into exerciſe and energy, was the 
grand deſign of his coming into this world. 
Hence the invaluable bleſſing of an out- 
ward revelation, which alone could give us 
a true information of the latent powers that 
are lodged | in our breaſts, and furniſh us 
| with 


ts} 


with an unerring Randal of their real and 


proper PE ARIA and effects 


But this is a topic, which I need not en- 


large upon to a Lady, who has not now her 


religious principles to ſeek. Under all the 


weakneſſes of a delicate conſtitution, I well 
know, «you have an internal ſupport, that 
raifes you above the feelings of mortality. 


You have too much good ſenſe, as well as 


fortitude, either to be reaſoned or laughed 
out of your religion and though you are 
a ſtranger to falſe ENTHUSIASM, yet you 
are not aſhamed to acknowledge yourſelf an 
humble admirer of the True. | 


| During my reſidence in AMERICA, I have 


not met with more than one or two of your 


ſex, who have made any pretenſions to infi- 


delity—Pretenſions I may very properly call 


them, becauſe the ſentiments they would 
vainly be thought to have adopted, are per- 


petually contradicted by an irreſiſtable teſti- 


mon y within them. —To call in queſtion 


the ſpirituality and future exiſtence of the 
5 human 
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human ſoul, its divine origin, and neceſſary 
dependance upon its PARENT Gop—to 
doubt of the ſuperintending care of a wiſc 
and good Providence, and confound or abo- 
liſh the neceſſary diſtinctions between good 
| and evil—theſe are ſuch glaring abſurdities, 
ſuch flat contradictions to common ſenſe, 
and univerſal experience, as muſt needs de- 
grade the perſon that eſpouſes them below 
the rank of humanity.— Even thoſe retailers 
of ancient and modern ſophiſtry, Hums and 
V9oLTAIRE, who have poiſoned ſo many 
weak and tender intelle&s with their gilded | 
pills of unbelief, cannot but ſhudder in ſe- 
cret, at the dreadful ſucceſs of their preſerip- 
tions; eſpecially, when they come to reflect, 
that they have not only ſhaken the very 
foundations of VIRTUE in thouſands of their 
ovyn ſex, but have, likewiſe, in ſome few de- 
plorable inſtances, robbed the faireſt part of 


our ſpecies, of that peculiar ſoftneſs and deli- 


cacy, which are characteriſtic of their ſex, 
and which are not only effectually preſerved, 
but amazingly improved and heightened by 

1 the 


t 37 ) 


the heavenly charm, which true TO 
None can impart. 15 


A Sale free-thinker is as aukward and 
pitiable a character as can be conceived. 
She loſes every attraction, that can win the 
lover, and ſacrifices every amiable ſenſibility, 
that ought to preſerve the heart of the-hufs 
band. I am not ſurpriſed to hear of ſo 
many late inſtances of conjugal infidelity in 
Britain.—The breaſt that finds no real de- 
light in religion, and is taught to look upon 
virtue as a viſionary thing, is ſoon open to 
the allurements of falſe pleaſure: And Mr. 
HuME has furniſhed many a Lady G 
with fine and ſpecious apologies, for engag- 
ing and perſevering in an unlawful amour. 


Thank heaven! this infernal ſyſtem has 
not found many admirers among the Ame- 
rican fair. They ſtill retain their honeſt at- 
tachment to religion and common ſenſe. 
The arts of gallantry are little known, and 
leſs practiſed in theſe /aft retreats of perſecuted 
virtue. Conjugal infidelity: on eitheꝝ fide is 


— 
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ſure to be ſtamped with indelible ignomi- 
ny; and the offender, tho' ſeeming'y pro- 
tected by opulence or power, or the moſt 
diſtinguiſhed abilities, is ſoon torn down 
from the higheſt poſt of truſt or honour, by 
the reſentment of a virtuous people, and 
condemned to paſs his future days in infa- 
mous obſcurity. A* * 


I well know, my good Lady, that this 
little repreſentation, which is indeed ſtrictly : 
juſt and impartial, will prejudice your vir- 
tuous heart in favour of the people among 
whom I now happily reſide. Indeed, be- 
fore I left England, you began to think high- 
ly of this NEw Wop, from the frequent 
converſations you had with ſeveral of our 
military acquaintance, who had ſpent ſome 
years on this ſide the Atlantic, and whoſe 
obſervations I have ſince found to be ſenſible 
and true. | + | 


Poor Captain B=—- left us a few weeks 
ago with an heavy heart. The gay, ſpright- 
Ip, and magnanimous hero, you will © 
changed into a poor, whining and diſconſolate 


lover. 
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lover. A fly little American hath made him 
her willing captive ; though I could tell him, 
for his comfort, that whilſt ſhe was ſecuring 
him with her filken chain, ſhe entangled 
| herſelf at the ſame time, in ſuch a manner, 
that I believe neither of them would now 
wiſh to be diſengaged. He will doubtleſs 
pay your Ladyſhip a viſit at Barn; and 
you may aſſure him from me, that his little 
LEONORA has retired into the country as 
love-ſick as himſelf, to try for a few months 
the potent charms of ſhady groves and purl- 
ng fireams. I am, with moſt ſincere wiſhes 
for the preſervation of your valuable life, 


Your LAaDyYsHiP's 
Moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


T. CAS PIPINA. 


PRILADELHRIA, 
ug 2, 1771. 
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In my laſt , 1 furniſhed” your Lordlp 
with as particular an account as J have been 
able to obtain of the many aſtoniſhing im- 
provements, which a very few years have 
produeed in this elegant and growing city. 
Common juſtice calls upon me to inform 
you, that ſome of the beft inſtitutions, that 
regard its internal. police, are under the di- 
rection and management of the people called 
Quakers, whole general diſapprobation of all 
faſhionable amuſements and diverſions, gives 
them leifule and opportunity of embarking 
in and proſecuting ſuch ſchemes as are 
uſeful as well as ornamental to human 
fociety. This ſober, virtuous people gene- 
rally engage with caution, but execute with 


oo See 1 . 
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the moſt perſevering firmneſs and afſiduity. 
The Hoſpital and Houſe of Employment are 
ſtanding monuments of their labours—And 

the period ſeems to be faſt approaching, 
when the cauſe of literature will receive no 
ſmall ſervices from their attention and zeal. 
A Philoſophical Society for the encourage- 
ment of ſcience, arts and manufactures, hath 
been lately inſtituted in this city, which 
numbers many of the moſt ſenſible of this 
denomination among its Fellows. My friend 
the merchant aſſures me, that the. thirſt of 
knowledge increaſes much among them; 
that they begin to diſcover the ſubſerviency 
of human learning to many valuable pur- 
poſes; and now think it no more a crime to 
ſend their children to ſchool to learn Greek 
and Latin, Mathematics, and Natural Phi- 
loſophy, than to put them to Merchants or 
Mechanics, to be inſtructed in the ſeveral 
arts and myſteries, that are become neceſ- 
ſary for the ſupport of the preſent temporal 
life ;---wiſely judging, with reſpect to the 
ſpiritual life, which comes from, and is to 
be ed by: another world, that human 


learning 


Gen 


learning ths no more to do with it, d can 
no more awaken or promote it, than the art 
of making clocks and watches. If Lremem- 
ber right, Bak ER, who has written ſo inge- 
niouſſy upon the uſes of learning, ſeems to 
put it upon the ſame footing; and our tutor 
at Mag dalen-Hall has frequently told us, 
that all the acquirements of human know- 

ledge, though highly neceſſary for the | im- 
provement and embelliſhment of civil ſoci- 
ety, can never impart to us one ſingle ray or 
that which i 18 truly Divine. 


Jam no "PEA to your Lordſhip's ſen- 
timents upon this intereſting ſubjeQt. —You 
well know when to pronounce the © hitherto 
Halt thou go and no further. As a citizen 

of Heaven, and a traveller through this 
world, you know what is neceſſary not only 
to make your journey pleaſing and comfort- 
able, and to furniſh you with proper accom- 
madations on the road, but to ſecure to your- 
ſelf an happy reception among your fellov- 
citizens, when your pilgrimage ſhall be at an 
end. A liberal education, under the directi- 


On 


TW 1 

on of an heaven-taught mind, has ſtood your 
Lordſhip in good ſtead on many important 
occaſions. It gives the chriſtian ſcholar a 
free acceſs into circles of converſation, where 
the illiterate would never be admitted, and 
furniſhes him, when he is there, with a be- 
coming confidence and manly freedom of 
ſpeech. It enables him to fight the infidel 
with his own weapons, and to avail himſelf 
of the whole magazine of ancient and mo- 
dern learning in the defence of Religion.— 

For the very ſame armour that i 18 weak ad 
ineffectual in the hands of the unbeliever, 
becomes ſtrong and of heavenly temper, 


when worn or wielded by the champion of 
goſpel truth, 


Upon theſe principles, my Lord, 1 cannot 
but look upon it to be the duty of the real 
chriſtian to patronize and encourage every 
well-formed ſcheme for the advancement 
of literature ; and I was particularly pleaſed 
to hear from my friend, who is himſelf a 
Fellow of the Philoſophical Society, that the 
Quakers hath ſtepped forth, and joined the 


votaries 
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votaries s of babe for their ei in« 
duſtry- and application cannot fail, in all hu- 


man probability, of enſuring it ſucceſs. 


What I have here ſaid. of the Quakers, 


- your Lordſhip muſt not conſider: as the leaſt 
diſparagement or diminution of the other 


religious ſocieties. The members of our 


communion, as well as thoſe of the Preſby- 


terian and other diſſenting denominations, 
have engaged warmly in every ſcheme that 
has been propoſed for the general good; 
though they all candidly confeſs, that-no in- 
ſtitutions have been carried on with ſo noeh 
ſpirit, and crowned. with ſo much ſucceſs, as 


thoſe in which the Quakers have had the 


lead and direction. — PENN engrafted an ex- 
cellent policy upon their religious principles 
—and BARCLAY has given. theſe principles 
all the advantages, which can be derived 
from throwing them into the form of a ſyſ- 


tem. Theſe authors your Lordſhip has care- 
fully read—and remember onceto have heard 


you drop an intimation, that BARcLax's 
book had never been anſwered in ſuch a 
| manner 


( 4s }} 


manner as to EE THEE the force of his . 
ments. | 


I dined the other day with an eminent 
"Phyſician of this place, who profeſſes himſelf 
a Preſbyterian. There was a mixed com- 
pany; and the converſation turned on religi- 
ous ſubjects. A elergyman of the eſta- 
bliſhed church, who appeared to be very in- 
firm and much advanced in years, undertook 
to reconcile the ſeeming differences that pre- 
vailed among the profeſſors of Chriſtianity. 
He very ingeniouſſy diſtinguiſhed the things 
eſſential, from thoſe which are not eſſential 
to ſalvation 3 and, with a truly benevolent 
chriſtian ſpirit, declared, that as religion was 
a life, manifeſted by good tempers and dis 
poſitions within, and correſpondent actions 
and offices without; as it did not depend 
upon any particular ſet of doctrines or opi- 
nions, much leſs upon any particular modes 
of worſhip or outward church diſcipline, ſo 
he found his own heart intimately drawn to, 
and united: with, good men of every deno- 


mination,—You, Sir, laid he (turning to the 
Phyſician) 
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Phyſician) are a preſbyterian.— Thou art a 
Quaker, (addreſſing himſelf to another of 
the company) —and Lam a Church- man.— 
Suppoſe now, whilſt we are diſputing about 
| religious principles,” a ſervant ſhould ruſh 
into the room, and eagerly inform us, that a 
neighbour s houſe was on fire, that the maſter 
of the family was abroad, that the poor wife 
with two or three little ones, were ſcreaming 
out for help, and that all their goods muſt 
periſh, if they could not have immediate aſ- 
ſiſtance. My Quaker friend there, and my- 
ſelf, unmoved at the melancholy tidings, 
keep our eats and gravely continue the de- 
bate. My Preſbyterian friend forgets all 
his zeal about opinions and doQrines, ſtarts 
from the table in an inſtant, and haſtens to 
the ſcene of diſtreſs. Pray now, gentlemen, 


continued the venerable old man, which of 


us, in ſuch a caſe, would be the Chriſtian ? 


I—moſt aſſuredly, cried out the Phyſi- 
cian ; and though I really find myſelf much 

attached to Calvin's ſyſtem, yet I am. ſure, 
in the caſe you mention, or any other ſimilar 
| one, neither Calvin in's © nor the opi- 


nions 


(: 47) 
nions of any other man, could rouſe my 
compaſſion and urge me to the benevolent 
act. Nothing but a power ſuperior to all 


opinion, which carries its own evidence and 


motive along with it, and which, I truſt, is 


« the DiviniTY that flirs within me, 
could accompliſh this—and if I ſhould reſiſt 


its powerful call, merely to indulge my 
own humour in an idle and unprofitable de- 
bate, what would it be but throwing away 
any proper and natural food, to live upon 
the wind ; nay, loiing heaven for the ſake of 
a ſyllogiſm. | 


I think your Lordſhip, had you been pre- 
ſent, would have pronounced this to be good 
Divinity: and for the honour of the Phila- 
delphiaus, J do aſſure you, that theſe ſenti- 


ments generally prevail among them; and 


that there is leſs religious bigotry here, than 
in any place I have yet viſited. The only 
circumſtance in which the Pre/byterians ſeem 
9 be leſs catholic than others, is their vio- 


lent oppoſition to the propoſed eſtabliſhment 


of a r or Biſhops in America: But, 
indeed 
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— J cannot think they are ſo muck to 
blame in this matter, as our Church friends 
would inſinuate; for, was I to ſettle in Ame- 
rica, I ſhould never ſay a word in favour of 
an eſtabliſhed epiſcopate, till the powers of 
the intended Biſhop were accurately defined, | 
and a ſatisfactory ſecurity given by act of 
Parliament againſt any future eneroachments. 
Could this be done, I think no reaſonable 
Diſſenters upon their own principles, would 
promote any further oppoſition. 


The Quakers have three places of worſhip 
in this city, the. Engliſh Preſbyterians three, 
the Scoich Preſbyterians two, the 4 German 
Lutherans two, (one of which is very large 
and elegant) the German Catviniſts one, the 
Baptiſts one, the Roman Catholics two, and 
the Methodiſts one. I have viſited moft of 
theſe places, and bave been intrcdu:zed to b 
many of the Clergy, and find them generally 
moderate, quiet, and charitable. They are 
all warmly attached to the Britiſh conftitu- 
tiok, and whillt their civil and religious li- 
berties are ſecured to them, will remain as 

- affectionate 


(49) 
affectionate and obedient ſubjects, a8 _ in 
ee g dotinioris. oi Wütich 


Our friend n Aae to fornith 
your Lordſhip with all the materials he could 
collect relative to the city and province of 
NEwW-TokRk. I hope he is fulfilling his pro- 
miſe. But I had a hint from a gentleman, 
who lately ſaw him there, that he had been 
ſadly taken in by a ſet of people, under the 
You know his honeſt 
heart has ever been too ſuſceptible of impreſ- 


maſk of religion. 


ſions from your pretenders to extraordinary 


ſanctity. However, I am ſure, if their te- 
nets or practices lead to any thing that is 
narrow or uncharitable, his liberal and gene- 
rous turn of mind will ſoon ſhake off the 
deception. 


I ſend your Lordſhip the firſt volume of 
the Tranſactions of the New Philoſophical 


Society, which will afford no ſmall entertain- 


ment to yourſelf and my other Oxford 


friends. I am much obliged to you far 


Guftavus Vaſa, and the Farmer's Letters 
77 | D 'to 
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to the people of Ireland. I have a "REY 
partial ity for all the writings of that excel- 
lent author, and now want but one book to 
rer collection of his works. 


* am, my Lonp, 9 
«Foun Lordſhip's 8 moſt W Ferd. 
ee devoted Servant, 
ow” C AS P I Pp N A. 


PHILADELPHIA, | 
Sept, 4th, 1771, 
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To the RicuT REVEREND he LORD BisHOP 
3 of B "M £ 


My LORD, 


AS 1 ſpend a good deal of my time in 
writing to my friends in ENOLAND, I 
ſhould be altogether unpardonable, were - 
to neglect paying my reſpects to your Lord- 
= ſhip, whom I am proud to rank among 
thoſe, whoſe eſteem I would cultivate by | 
every means in my power. I have not yet 
fixed upon the time of my return; ſo that 
I can ſay nothing on that head. My ſtay 
here hath been longer than I expected; 
and indeed, ſo many new ſcenes have en- 
gaged my attention, and my ſituation hath 
been in every reſpect ſo very agreeable, that 
time has ſtolen imperceptibly away. | 


Dll 


1 EE : 
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I am juſt returned from an excurſion into 
the country, which afforded me much matter 
for reflection and entertainment. As the 
ſubject muſt be new to your Lordſhip, I ſhall 
endeavour to amuſe you with a conciſe ac- 
count of my journey, reſerving a more par- 


| ticular deſcription for an afternoon's conver- 


ſation in the gardens of ———, 


The Gentleman, at whoſe houſe I am en- 
tertained is one of the people called Quakers, 
and a wealthy merchaat in this city, to whom 
I had a letter from Mr. L—— of Briſtel. 
In this good family 1 am treated with the 
moſt cheerful hoſpitality ; and my friend, 
without any parade of ceremony, or the 
common diſplay of too officious civility, 18 


a moſt ſenſible polite, and agreeable com- 


panion. The other day, while we were at 
breakfaſt; he propeled a jaunt into the 
country for my amuſement ; and without 


letting me know what rout he intended to 


take, we ſet off on Wedneſday laſt, with his f 


wife and daughter, and an intimate acquain- 


tance of the family. The carriage in which 


We 


K 83 

we travelled was neither coach nor waggon, 

but ſomething between both; a kind of 

machine much uſed of late in this city, and 

very commodious for thoſe who have large 
families, as it is conſtructed in ſuch a man- 

ner as to accommodate ſix or eight perſons 

With eaſe and convenience Indeed, uſe ra- 
ther than clones: is conſidered in its con- 

Krudtion. | Alix B19. 2, 


"i We travelled through a thick-ſettled and 
highly-cultivated | country, | beautifully va- 
riegated with hills commanding extenfive 
proſpects, and vallies enriched with mea- 
dows, mills, farm-houſes, and limpid ſtreams 
of water. At length we arri ved at Lancqſter, 
a large and flouriſhing town, about fixty 
miles from hence. Its trade to this city is 
very conſiderable: But, as it is not ſituated 
on navigable water, this trade is carried on 
by means of large covered wäggons, which 
travel in great numbers to Philadelphia, 
(ſometimes, as I have been informed, there 
being above one hundred ina company) car- 
rying down the 1 of the country, and 5 


| retu rning | 
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returning with all ae afs ne and mer- 
handle. mod 0999291 


At. 9 we 1 but one e 5 
ol the,next morning purſued our, journey 


to Epbrata, or Dunker-Town, as ſome call 


it, a ſmall village ſituated on a beautiful 


little river or creek, in a moſt romantic and 


ſequeſtered vale. This village and the ad- 
joining lands are poſſeſſed by a religious ſect 


called Dunkers, whoſe principles and man- 


ners are very ſingular. They are for the 
moſt part Germans. ö Their name, I am 

told, 18 taken from their mode of baptizing 
their new converts, which is by dipping 


them in a river, as the Anabapti/ts do among 


. 


us. Certain it is, that they took their riſe 
in this place about fifty years ago; and did 
not, as a ſect, emigrate from any other 


country. Their ſociety, however, at pre- 
ſent, ſeems to be upon the decline, not ex- 


ceeding one hundred members, though they . 


have been heretofore more numerous. oh. 


. 


n 


© | 


ta): 


ſeaſon. Their habit is a kind of long coat. 


or tunic reaching down to the heels, having 
a ſaſh or girdle round the: waiſt, and a cap 
or hood hanging from the ſhoulders, not 
unlike the dreſs' of the Dominican friars. 
The men do not ſhave the head 'or beard. 
They are in general induſtrious, cheerful, 
and extremely ſagacious. 4 


The men 0 women ins ſeparate habi- 
tations and diſtin governments. For theſe 
purpoſes, they have erected two large 

wooden buildings, one of which is occupied 


by the brethren, the other by the ſiſters of 


the ſociety, and in each of them there is a 


banqueting room and an apartment for 
public worſhip: For the men and women 
do not meet together even at their devotions. 


The reſt of the building is divided into a great 

number of ſmall cloſets, or rather cells; each 
affording juſt room enough to accommodate 

one perſon. e 


They live chiefly, upon roots and other 


vegetables: : the rules of their ſociety, not 
| allowing 
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allowing fleſh, except upon particular: ocea- 
ſtons, when they hold what they call a Love- 
fall; at which time, the brethren and ſiſters 
dine together in a large apartment, and eat 
mutton, but no ather meat. No member of 
the ſociety is allowed à bed, but in caſe of 
ſickneſs. In each of their little cells they 
have a bench fixed, to ſerve the purpoſe of 
a bed, and a ſmall block of wood for a pil- 
ow, The Dunkers allow of no intercourſe 
betwixt the brethren and ſiſters, not even 
by marriage. Nevertheleſs, ſome have bro- 
ken through this reſtraint, and ventured. 
upon the conjugal ſtate. The married per- 
ſons, however, are no longer conſidered in 
full communion, or ſuffered to live under 
the ſame roof, no, nor in the ſame village 
with the unmarried ; but are obliged to re- 
move to a place about a mile diſtant, called 
Mount Sion. They continue indeed to wear 
the habit, and in other a are e deemed 
nee or the ſociety. 


The principal tenet of the Dune I un- 
derſtand, is this : : © That future happineſs is 


2 only f 


3 
120 


W 


 1w). | 
5 eee to be obtained by penance and out- 
mortifications in this life; and that as 
60 JOY Cnkisr, by his meritorious ſuffer- 
_* ings, became the redeemer of mankind in 
general; ſo each individual of the human 
„ race, by a life of abſtinence and reſtraint, 
may work out his own falvation.” Nay, 
they go fo far, as to admit of works of ſuper- 


erogation, and declare, that a man may do 
much more than he is in juſtice or equity 
obliged to do, and that his ſuperabundant 
works may therefore be applied to the ales 
tion of 2 


Thus do theſe poor people Ade W 
ſelves with vain imaginations, ſeeking for 
that religious ſatisfaction in their external 
ſituation, which is only to be found in the 
internal ſtate of the Mind. Devout and 
happy diſpoſitions of ſoul have indeed much 
leſs dependance upon outward circumſtances 
than people in general imagine. Men fool- 
iſhly neglect to attend to religious ſenſibili- 

ties, or to cultivate a ſpiritual intereourſe 
with the great Father f e And then 

| | think 


K ws )' 


think to excuſe themſelves by lamenting 
their ſituation in life, as unfavourable to theſe 
-purpoſes. Thoſe, who earn their daily 
bread by the ſweat of their brow, are apt to 
imagine, that, if they were in eaſy circum- 
ſtances, they ſhauld have leiſure to attend to 
their eternal concerns; but no ſooner does 
wealth increaſe, than their care and attention 
to it increaſe in proportion, and they find 
themſelves more and more embarra ſſed and 
leſs at leiſure than ever they had been. 
Others think, that by reſolutely breaking 
off from all intercourſe and connection with 
the reſt of mankind, retiring into gloomy 
woods, burying themſelves, as Anchorites 
in caves, and denying themſelves even the 
innocent gratifications of nature, they ſhall 
moſt aſſuredly recommend themſelves to the 
favour of Heaven, and ſtrictly conform to 
the idea they have entertained of ſaints upon 
earth. But they ſhould conſider, in the firſt 
place, that they attempt in vain to fly from 
their own evil diſpoſitions, which will purſue 
and torment. them in their cloſeſt retreats; 
and in the ſecond place, that by retiring | 
from the world, they loſe the only opportu- 
| 6 | nities 
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nities N can n poſſibly have of calling forth 
a thouſand tender ſenſibilities, and exereiſing 
4 thouſand tender offices of ſympathy, com- 
2 padl on, n and benevolence,” | 


. Exeniſe : oy 3 * ore: pitti; 
into which my ſubject has almoſt involunta- 
rily led me. 


=I will now purſue my nar- 


ration. 


Beſides the two large buildings above- 
mentioned, the Dunkers have ſeveral ſmaller 
' ones, chiefly for the purpoſe of manufactures. 
They carry on ſeveral branches of buſineſs 
with great {kill and induſtry. They have a 
convenient oil-mill, paper-mill, and print- 
ing: preſs. They make parchment, tan lea- 
ther, and manufacture linen and woollen 
cloth, more than ſufficient to ſerve their own 
ſociety. The ſiſters are ingenious at making 
wax-tapers, curious paper-lanthorns, and va- 
rious kinds of paſteboard boxes, which they 

ſell to ſtrangers who come to viſit them. 
They likewiſe amuſe themſelves with writ- 
ing favourite texts of ſeripture in large let- 


ters 
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ters curiouſly ornamented with flowers and 


foliage. They ſeem to be rather works of 


Patience than of genius: ſeveral of them are 


framed and hung up to decorate their place 
of worſhip. Incloſed I ſend your Lordſhip Z 


a ſpecimen of this writing, which you may 


perhaps, think worthy of a place in your | 


eolleQzon of foreign curioſities. 


I ſhall at aſt remark but one thing 


more, with reſpect to the Dunkers, and that 
is, the peculiarity of their mc. Upon an 
hint given by my friend, the ſiſters invited 
us into their chapel, and, ſeating themſelves 
in order, began to ſing one of their devout 
hymns. The muſic had little or no air or 


melody; but conſiſted of ſimple, long notes, 


combined in the richeſt harmony. The 
counter, treble, tenor, and baſs were all ſung 
; by. women, with ſweet, ſhrill, and ſmall | 
voices; but with a truth and exactneſs i in the 

time and intonation that was admirable. It 


is impoſſible to deſcribe to your Lordſhip my 


feelings upon this occaſion. The performers 


fat with their heads reclined, their counte- 
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nances ſolemn and dejected, their faces pale 
and emaciated from their manner of living, 
their clothing exceeding white and quite 
pictureſque, and their muſic ſuch as thrilled 
to the very ſoul. I almoſt. began to think 
myſelf in the world of ſpirits, and that the 
objects before me were ethereal. In ſhort 
the impreſſion this ſcene made upon my 
mind continued ſtrong for many days, and 1 
believe, will never be wholly obliterated. 


By way of concluding this little narrative, 
I beg leave to tranſcribe a copy of verſes, 
which P—R M——8, the preſent head 
of this ſociety, put into my hands, telling 


me, that they were compoſed by a young 
gentleman of Philadelphia ſome years ago, 
in conſequence of a viſit he made him, and 
a converſation which then paſfed between 
them. The ſentiments are ſo catholic, that 
I think your Lordſhip cannot but have ſome 


pleaſure in the peruſal. 


I 


20 
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7 P——r Mi 


: 


"TH Eternal God from his e 


u: Principal of the So 
pte ” DvUNKERS at EPHRATA A. 


Surveys at once&arth, heav'n, and worlds unknown: 


All things that are, before his piercing eye, 
Like the plain tracings of a picture lie: 
Unutter d thoughts, deep in the heart conceaÞ'd, 
In ſtrong expreſſion ſtand to him reveabd: 
Thouſands, and twice ten thouſands, every day, 
To Him or feign'd or real homage pay: 
Like clouds of incenſe rolling to the ſkies, | 
In various forms their ſupplications riſe : 
Their various forms to him no acceſs gain, 
Without the Heart's true incenſe all are van 
| The ſuppliants ſecret motives there appear, 


The genuine ſource of every offer'd prayer. 


Some place Rx L 1010 N on a throne ſuperb, 
And deck with jewels her reſplendant garb; | 
Painting and ſculpture all their powers diſplay, - 
And lofty tapers ſhed a lanibent ray. | ws 
High on the full-ton'd organ's ſwelling ſound, 
The pleaſing anthem floats ſerenely round; 
Harmonic ftrains their thrilling pow'rs combine, | 
And lift the ul to o eeſtacy divine. 


In Ephrata's deep gloom you fix your ſeat, 
And ſeek Religion in the dark retreat; 


( @ 


In fable weeds you dreſs the heav'n-born maid, 
And place her penſive in the lonely ſhade; 
Recluſe, unſocial, you your hours employ, 
And fearful, baniſh every harmleſs joy. 
Ae e | Tbs 
Each may admire and 10 their fav'rite form, 
If Heav'n's own flame their glowing boſoms warm. 
If love divine of God and man be there, ; 
The deep-felt want that forms the ardent prayer, 
The grateful ſenſe of bleſſings freely giv'n, 
The boon, unſought, unmerited of Hern, 
Tis true devotion—and the Lord of Love, 
Such pray'rs and praiſes kindly will approve, 
Whether from golden altars they ariſe, 
And wrapt in ſound and incenſe reach the ſkies ; 
Or from your Ephrata, ſo meek, ſo low, 
In ſoft and ſilent aſpirations flow. 


Oh! let the Chriftian bleſs that glorious day, 
When outward forms ſhall all be done away, 
When we, in ſpirit and in truth alone, 

Shall bend, O God! before thy awful throne, 
And thou our purer worſhip ſhalt approve 

By ſweet returns of everlaſting love. 


| One circumſtance I had like to have omit- 
ted in this account of Ephrata, which I_ 


would not wiſh to paſs by unnoticed. — _ 


There i is an nates in this village occupied by 
four or five brethren, who for ſome years 
| paſt 
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paſt have ſeparated themſelves from the reſt, 


on account, as it is ſaid, of ſome difference 1 
with reſpect to their forms of diſcipline and 


worſhip. I had a long converſation upon 


tis ſubject with a venerable old man, who 


is one of the original proprietors or truſtees 
of the eſtate. From him I found, that a fur- 
ther acquaintance with the reality of reli- 
gion, (as it takes its riſe and progreſs in the 
heart of man, and depends much leſs upon 
outward forms than inward communications 


from the fountain of truth) was the ſole 


cauſe of their ſeparation. It was not, ſaid 
the good man, that we were diſſatisfied with 


their particular form, but that we had diſco- 


vered the weakneſs and inſufficiency of all 
forms; and were therefore willing to antici- 
pate in our own practice, that bleſſed period 2 
of the church, when every true worſhipper 
ſhall worſhip God, “ in Spirit and in Truth.“ 
Though theſe few brethren are not in com- 


munion with the Dunlert, they have a right 


to their proportion of the produce of the 


eſtate; and this, together with ſome little 


occupation, which each of them follows, 
res 


1 : 
| gives 3 a  felfcient ſupport. They wear 
not the habit of the ſociety—but are diſtin- 


guiſhed from the reſt by ſhorter coats with, | 
leathern girdles, and large white hats inſtead 
of hoods. They continue, however, to wear 


their beards. 


I muſt not conclude without acquainting 
your Lordſhip, that your excellent Diſſerta- 
lions have found their way here, and are 
much read and admired in this city. It 
cannot but give the higheſt ſatisfaction to a 
virtuous man, to find that his good works 
extend their influence much farther than he 


could poſſibly have foreſeen ; and, like a 


friendly luminary hung out in a dark night, 


ſerve to direct the weary * of the diſtant 
traveller. 
I am, my Lord, 
With very ſincere PE 
' Your Lordſhip! s moſt devoted 
Friend and ſervant, 


T. CASPIPINA. 


PHILADELPHIA, 


. 3, 1771. 
P. S. 
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7 IE. beg your Lordſhip would make 


my reſpectful compliments to Lady R 
and tell her, that I ſhall ſhortly viſit Mr. 
B——M, the famous American Botanift, and 
will not fail to procure her ſome ſeeds and 
plants of this country, to add to her Sg 

and valuable collection. 


LETTER 
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LETTER VI. 


25 CHARLES MARSEILLES, ky; 


at NEW-YORK. 


DEAR CHARLES, 


1 HAVE the pleaſure to inform you, that 


we are likely to be made happy very ſoon 
with the company of our agreeable friend, 


Captain L 


A copy of a letter which 


I have juſt „ from him, conceived and 


expreſſed | in his own ſweet and gentle turn 


of ſentiment and language, I cannot forbear © 
communicating to you. The original I pre- 


ſerve among many others, with which he - 


has been ſo kind as to favour me, ſince we 
parted. . Tis dated from Tigſculum, as he 


calls it, a little elegant receſs, which his fa- 
ther has lately given him on the banks of 
Humber, a few miles above Hull. Hen writes 


ER follows: 
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I am juſt returned from an excurſion to 
* Oxford ; where I ran over in imagination, 
* every ſcene of pleaſure which I once ſhared 
« with our worthy fellow-ſtudents of Mag- 
&« Jalen-Hall; Every field, every grove, every 
cc tree, that ſurrounds theſe ſweet retreats 
« of ſcience, reminded me of ſome morning : 
© or evening walk, ſome pleaſing and im- 
e proving. converſation, in which I bad 
<« borne my part. I almoſt wiſhed to occu- 
* py once more, for a ſeaſon, the chamber 
in which I have ſo often been bleſſed with 
the ſociety of ſuch agreeable friends. But 
believe me, twas only for a ſeaſon, that 1 
« formed ſuch a with. For my happineſs at 2 
65 preſent infinitely exceeds all that I have 
8 heretofore experienced, even when P 
„and M—— and you my much-loved 
*& C——, conſpired to make me think my 
ce bltſs complete. Twelve cheerful moons have 
now rolled round this globe, ſince AspAsTA 
4 was my own. An uninterrupted ſucceſ- 
* ſton of calm domeſtic joys has crowned 


my ardent expectations. Every virtue 
that the female mind can boaſt is happily 


« centered 


N 
centered in my als companion. Bleſt be- 
= yond : my moſt ſanguine hopes at home, I 
roam not now for happineſs abroad. 
The leiſure which peace beſtows upon 

the weary ſoldier, I have wholly devoted 

to her ſweet and ſoothing converſe,— 
Happy, indeed, if this leiſure could have 
continued ftill—But alas! the call of ho- 


« nour muſt filence for a while the voice | of 
« Iove. OY 


+ LEE 88:59 
ty. 
4 1 * 


ee A few days ſince, [ revolved, "nets 
« * General G—, to repair without 
* delay to my regiment at Beſton. No ſhip 
4 © offering immediately for that port, I have 
« defired a friend in London, to ſecure me a 
" paſſage in the firſt that ſails for Philadelphia 
* or New York—lſo that in a few days all my 
8 preſent ſoftening proſpects muſt be changed 
& for the rude horrors of the boiſterous At- 
* lantic. In expectation of ſuch a call, my 
« ASPASIA had ſome time ago expreſſed a 
« defire of accompanying me; and we ſe- 
« riouſly thought of facing the angry ſurge 
* Jy each other's arms: But theſe hopes are 
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* now diſſipated by the proſpect of a new 
« connexion, with which the dear creature 
« ; is already alarmed, and which, as ſoon as 
x « produced, will open anew ſcene of tender- 
« neſs and love. Cafta, fave, Lucix A 
* would have been an heathen' $ prayer. 
C But, as a Chriſtian, 1 moſt fervently be- 
« ſeech the great God and Father of angels 
= and men, that he would. mercifully com 
* plete the work he hath begun, and that 
the beft of women may not want a little 
* ſoothing comforter to cheer the lone irk- 
„ ſome hours of her ſhepherd s abſence. 
= Enough, however, on this melancholy 
= ſubje&. —Nought can alleviate my painful 
8 anticipations, but the hope of meeting 
« with fon and CHARLES | in America. 


6 Your viſit to the colonies produced va- 
„ rious ſpeculations — our Oxford 
friends. Lord H— 's political charac- 
ter induced many to conclude, that he was 

« particularly intereſted in it, and expected 
much information with reſpect to Ameri- 


&* can affairs, from your A ng and pene- | 


« trating 


„„ 


5 rating enquiries. But I knew you too 


well to think, that you were engaged in 


any miniſterial ſervices, or that aught but 


your own curioſity, and thirſt of know- 
= ledge had carried you 8 home. The 
hath indeed 5 


60 benevolence of Lord H- 


« furniſhed you with the means of gratify- 


ing your laudable deſires; but I know, 


« that it is not from you, he looks for a re- 


turn in the political way. The only per- 
“ ſon that ſeems to be in the ſecret is my 


Lord P » Who has been at Oxford for 
« ſome time paſt; and very kindly commu- 
© nicated a long and entertaining letter, 
which he had received from you, to a 


ee little circle of Magdalen's ſons.- 


7 From this letter we all concluded, that 
« your obſervations would chiefly be em- 
| « ployed upon. literary and religious ſub- 
jects; and congratulated each other upon 
the agreeable intelligence of this kind, we. 
4 ſhould from time to time be favoured 
of with from you.—I write in haſte, and 
—Tell ChakLEs, he 


« write only to you. 


may expect me very ſoon. My As PAS:ůĩ 


« 1g 


. * 
— e 


Ly 
-— _— 

* 

— 

a5 

ils 
* 

” * 
" 

F 

4 
* 

- 

4 
* 

# 

# 
1 

1 
88 2 
1 

2 

1 
7 Tl 
11 0S iel 
* — 1 
7 0 
» Kite 
1 
9 
1 
47:3.% 
37 
* 55 
at 
19 
. ; 
x f 
4 5 » 
y 4 1 
37 70 
1 
| 
be « © 
. 1 
i 
4 >” 
T4: 
8 
: + 
N 1 E 
MP 
1 Mi 
+4" 
3 
** ol 
* 34-30 
ti 
=” 
bs 
+ RL 
* 
its 

9 ht 
6 Ti) 
4 1 

* * i& + - 

IF - 
22 v4 

8 

. 

> < 141 

«77 

N 
bu oY: 

237 4 1 
: * 
76 
224 
[2 o 
FT) 

3 
15 « 

0 
9 
. 7 
FREE 
9 0 » 7 
4 1 *. 

HET 
(5 2:16 
. e 
1 
1 
7 lag 
$7] 1 

1 
5 Re 

F 
: =. 4 „ 
Ve. 

%p 
N 
3% Ay 
TY. 
ts, 

1 : 
7, $; 87 
1 y 
"x" 
. 1 4 
* 
. I & 
AYE 
r / 
1 
i; 122 
* 
ba — 

* 
8 . 
A 
e 
1 
if he 
"= 5 
4d 1's 
4 * 
PE 
3 
Fx 4 : 
1 
4 55 
* 4 

— 
41 
. 22 

3 

5 
1335 
18 
3 

RF 
151 
* 
be a; 
2 
2 
n 
F 2 
$4 2 
* Ws 
wed * 
855 
Fc? 
Les 181 
. „* 
* 7 . 
1 F 
= 3” 
, * 
33 
78 
4 


* 
5 
1 
74 


2 1 


< is under ſome little apprehenſions about a 
* winter 8 paſſage But L leave all to ſupe- 
64 rior direction. Chr: jo duce, nil 4 eſperan- 
& dum. —You ſee, 1 write like a ſoldier.— 
« For I profeſs myſelf a Chriſtian, as well 
—Adieu, be- 
« lieve me to be, with real and unfeigned | 
* affection, cart A 


e as an Engliſhman militant. 


« Your moſt ſincere friend WE 
« And ſervant, 


Tefal, upot the banks. of i Humber, 


Nev. 10, 1771, 7 
„ | OTE ; 
. * 


5 always thought, my dear cn. RLES, that 
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our Captain's temper and diſpoſition were 
more ſuited to the mild and gentle offices of 
private and domeſtic life, than the hurrying 
and turbulent. employments of war. Cou- 
ripe he never wanted, But it is not of the 
furious, fiery kind. 'Tis like himſelf, ſteady, 
firm, and compoſed. Lord GRANBY once 
E told his father in Germany, that though he 
Was not formed for enterprize, there was 


** 


not 


A 


(178 1 

not an officer under his command, that main- 
tained his poſt and executed what he had 
to do with more reſolution and firmneſs than 
young GEORGE. He has an high ſenſe of ho- 
nour, but it is under the controul of religion. 
No man that knows him doubts his courage; 
tho he has frequently declared, that he deſ- 

piſes that paltry kind of honour, which is to 
be gained or loſt by accepting or refuſing a 
challenge, —He 1s not afraid to fight :—He 

is not afraid to die ;—but he 1s afraid to 
| offend his Maker, by wantonly ſporting with 
| that life, which he received from Him, and 

which He only has a right to diſpoſe of. In- 
deed, Captain J is truly religious, with- 
out the leaſt affectation or parade. — He 18 
much beloved in the army; and was never 


known to have any difference with his. Bro- 


ther officers. 155 


LEON ORA is come to town. I drank tea 
with her yeſterday; and could not forbear 
reading to her the tender part of our friend's 


5 letter which relates to As PASI1A.—I faw the 


involuntary tear ſteal down and mingle with 
the roſes on her cheek, I faw her boſom 
| (welling 


| (4 


felling to give vent to the Invatuatary 
| ſigh.— This tear—this ſigh—ſpake a lan- 
guage, which my heart could readily inter- 
pret.— The image of her beloved B- 
preſſed upon her ſoul. —In feeling for ASPA- 
SIA, ſhe felt doubly for herſelf. Heaven 
preſerve the dear abſent youth, (methinks ſhe 
would have ſaid) and haſten the ſweet period, 
which ſhall realize to my heart the endearing 
ſcenes which have crowned the virtuous 
 AspasSIA's love. But O let me not, like 
her, ever experience the pangs even of a 


temporary ſeparation !” 


7 After tea, r viſiting a 
Lady whom I ſhall hereafter characterize 
under the name of ALMIRA. We found 
her at her harpſichord —Her huſband, whom 
I ſhall call AmyNnToR, leaning over her 
chair, and both accompanying, the inſtru- 
ment with their voices —T hey attempted to 
riſe as ſoon as we entered the room; but as 
we preſſed them to let us ſhare i in the ſweet. 
entertainment they were giving to each other, 
they ht Mee conſented. It Was a 


* 8 plain, 


EO ah 


plain, ſimple little ſong, compoſed by a Gen- 
tleman of this city, when he was about to 

leave England a few years ago, and addreſſ- 

ed to a young Lady, a niece of my Lord 
, at whoſe country ſeat in Berkſhire, he 
was moſt hoſpitably entertained. —ALMIRA 


favoured me with a copy, which I herewith 
ſend you. « 


* 


Soon MyXTILLA, muſt thy friend 
Haſten to a diſtant ſhore; 

May propitious gales attend, 
May they waft him ſafely o'er! 


When to penſive joys inclin'd 8 a2 
Thro' my native groves | ſtray, 
Thy dear image to my mind 
Soothing pleaſures ſhall convey. 


Fancy oft in airy flight, 
Will direct her courſe to you, : 
Bringing ſcenes of paſt delight 
Back to my enraptur'd view. 


Oſt ſhall Schuylkill's rocky ſhore, 
With her waving woods around, 
Thy fond name repeating o'er, 
Strive to ſwell the pleaſing ſound. 


| Thus 


Thus with friendſhip moſt ſincere, - 
hall wy faithful boſom glow > 7 


1 Al thy virtues PII revere bh 
With ſuch love as 1 know. | 


| EM gill, 3 1 dees 
1 ſhall ſhare thy dear regard, 
Which delightful thought ſhall be 
My firm conſtancy's reward. 


There is a ſimplicity in the ſentiment and 
language here, that ſhould ever be the prin- 
eipal characteriſtic of a ſong. The meaſure 
too is ſuch as conſiderably aids this ſimpli- 
city. Gay and SHENSTONE excel much 
in this way; and 'tis no deſpicable ſpecies of 
poetry. Our old ballads will ever affect a ſen- 

| ſible heart; and there are few modern ſongs : 
that can come in competition with them. 
The tender-hearted LEONORA wept at every 
ſtanza. I could have wept with her—and 
ſo could you, if your hearr has not loſt thoſe 
fine ſenſibilities, which you once gloried in. 


O CraRLEs! there is more of heaven in 


| theſe feelings, than we are aware of. The 
moroſe religioniſt, and the ſupercilious pha- 


riſee, may deſpiſe them; and 'tis true, that 
like 


WE 


hke many other gifts of heaven, they have 
been proſtituted to the ſervice of vice—But 
under the direCtion of a virtuous heart, they 
are precious—they are angelical—they in- 
ſpire a joy, which the groſs ſenſualiſt will 
ever be a ſtranger to—Let no pretended 
ſpiritualiſts talk you out of them. They 
can give you nothing in exchange but noti- 
ons and opinions, whimſical and viſionary, 
— The ſureſt teſtimony we can have in our- 
ſelves, or give to others, of being truly reli- 
gious, ariſes from a meek and quiet ſpirit, a 
tender ſympathy in each other's joys and 
ſorrows, an humble opinion of ourſelves, an 
abhorrence of pride and ſelfiſhneſs in every 
ſhape, and a perpetual looking to an higher 
world than this, for the perfection of thoſe 
virtues and graces, which are here but in 
their embryo ſtate. Excuſe this little 
preachment.— I give you full liberty to 
preach to me in your turn —And am, with 
%%% 1 


Your moſt afetionate friend. Fg 
And ſervant, 
T. CASPIPINA: 


PHILADELPHIA, 
1772. 
LETTER 
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and purſued on either ſide appear to you to 
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LTT EI VII. 


To the Ric hr HONOURABZLIE LORD 


_ ViscounT P 
Weſtminſter. 


—, QuEEN-STREET, 


Mx LoRp, 


BE TORE this letter can poſſibly reach your 


Lordſhip, you will have exchanged the 


calm ſcenes of philoſophy, and the pleaſing 
converſe of the muſes, for the noiſe of party, 3 


the petulance of falſe patriotiſm, and the ſurer 


though gentler operations of miniſterial in- 
trigue. Your Lordſhip enters the political 


theatre, not with a view of ſtepping forth as 


an actor upon the ſtage, but as a candid ſpec- 


'% \ 
' * tator, intereſted indeed in the conduct of 


y particular ſcene, but more deeply inte- 


in the winding up of the arama. 
N honeſt plaudit, therefore, is given or 
Md, according as the meaſures adviſed 


he: ; 


(, 79 2 


be agreeable or repugnant to the dictates of 
virtue, and the ſpirit of Britiſh liberty. If 
this letter ſhould meet your Lordſhip, pre- 


paring to go to Court or Parliament, lay it 
Its 
contents ought not to interfere with matters 


down when you have read thus far.— 


5 o 
; 44 
1. 

1 4 
Be 
"$3 
AE? 

3 
4 

r 

F * 
128 o 

] Y 
. #7 

3 s ic j 
| 1 
4 z 
N 
ei 
1 
. 

1 
o 41 

ig q 
n # 
"8 
| "0 
To. 
1 

+ FL + 
WW 
N 4 
2 

* 7 le 
7 £ 
LY 
FP 
s. ©. 
2 4 
1 7 
4 4 
$ J 
4 

_— 
q 
8 

1 
4 p 
It. 
2 # 
8 30 
By 


of higher concern-—They are only intended : 
for the innocent amuſement of your leiſure 
moments ; the poor accompliſhment of a 
promiſe, which your Lordſhip condeſcended 
to exact from me at parting. _ 


Indeed, my Lord, I know not how it is, 
but I begin to find myſelf ſtrangely at- 
tached to this Weſtern World. I ſometimes 
think that I could contentedly take up my 
abode here for life. I have no family con- 
nexions in England; 3 and if I could but 
make my intereſt coincide with my indlina- 
tion, I know no country that L haye hitherto 

viſited, which has promiſed me more ſatis- a 
faction than this —All depends, how 
upon my Lord H : I have wrik 


( 8 * 


him upon the ſubject; and I flatter myſelf, 


that gs application will 1 not fail of ſucceſs. 


My attachment to America, 1 am abt 1 to 


think, in a great meaſure proceeds from the 


proſpect of its growing greatneſs, to which 


every day ſeems more or leſs to con:ribute, 


— 


In Europe the ſeveral arts and ſciences are 


almoſt arrived at their meridian of perfec- 
tion; at leaſt, new diſcoveries are leſs fre- 
quent now than heretofore.— Architecture, 


gardening, agriculture, mechanics, are at a 
ſtand. The eye is weary with a repetition 
of ſcenes, in which it diſcovers a perpetual 


ſameneſs, though heightened by all the re- 
finements of taſte. Excellency itſelf, in 
works of human art, cloys the faculties, 


if the mind is not now and then relieved by 


objects of inferior beauty. After roving 


over the magnificence of churches and pa- 


| aces,,we are glad to fix a while upon a ſim- 
ple 


far e or ſtraw- built cottage. We 
icular delight in tracing the wind- 


ings j 2 beautiful river from its firſt ſprings 
'till it empties itſelf into the vaſt ocean.— 
de 


{ 82 6 ) 


The mind purſues it through an immenſe 
tract of variegated country, and ſeems to 
flow, and increaſe, and widen along with it, 


ll it loſes itſelf in the abyſs of waters. 


The objects of art, as well as thoſe of na- 
ture, in this new world, are at preſent in 
ſuch a ſtate, as affords the higheſt entertain- 
ment to theſe faculties of the mind. The. 
Progreſſion is begun: Here and there, in the 
midſt of venerable. woods, which, ſcarce a 
century ago, were the uncultivated haunts! 
of roaming ſavages; the power of cultivation 
preſents itſelf to the traveller's view, in open- 
ing laws, covered with the richeſt verdure, 
fields, of corn, orchards, gardens, and mea- 
dows fertilized by well- directed fireams— 


Hamlets, villages, and even populous cities, 
with their towering. ſpires, excite our admi- 
ration. We are ſtruck wich the charm of 


novelty, wherever we go The compari- 
ſon is, always: at hand— For, within the com- . . 
Poſh of a ſhort mile, We may behold at once, 1 


3 


| nature 


(. 85 9 
mature in her origital roſticity, ander, kiſing 


33 5 51. 5 


by eee to n ne wha 
The ee of the hum in mind ly 
here likewiſe be obſerved to keep equal pace 
with the extern \al improvements.—The ; gra- 
dual poliſh of manners, from aukward neſs 
itſelf even to courtly civility ; from ſuperſti- 
tious notions, and bigotted religious attach- 
ments, to liberal, Enlarged ſentiments, and 
genuine ſpiritual devotion, may very readily 
be traced by a thoughtful and inquiſitive 
mind. All the powers of nature ſeem to be 
upon the ſtretch, as if they were in purſuit 
of ſomething higher fill; in ſcience; in man- 
ners, in 4 N want, than the mother coun- 
ae afford. i e 


Indeed, my Lord, 1 10d my Weird esd 
at the immenſe proſ ect that irrefiftibiy 
ing doms and 


opens upon me.—1 ſee new ki 5 
empires ruſhing | forth from their embryo 
ſtate, eager | to diſcloſe their latent powers; 
whilſt the old « ones on the other ſide of the 
Atlantic, x hide their diminiſhed heads” loſt 


Ld 


in 


(35 ) 
in ſaperior luſtre.—I ſee learning ſtripped 
of all ſcholaſtic pedantry, and religion re- 
ſtored to goſpel purity. I ſee the laſt efforts 


of a powerful Providence exerted, in order 
to reclaim our wandering race from the paths 


of ignorance and error. I ſee the ſetting 
rays of the Sun of Righteouſneſs ſhining forth 
with ſeven-fold luſtre to the mn bourn 

of this Neuen Continent. 


age not = my Lord, at my at- 
tachment to this favoured ſpot. I tread the 
hallowed ſoil with far higher pleaſures from 
anticipation than your claſſic enthufiaſts feel 
from reflection, whillt they kiſs the floor f 
Tuſculum, or walk the Eternal, flint by Con- 
fuls trad,” There is one thought indeed 
that throws a damp upon that ardour of joy, 


which ſuch ſpeculations generally produce 
in my breaſt, From the ſtrange propenſity. 
of human nature to abuſe the richeſt gifts of 
providence, (of which hiſtory as well as ex- 
perience afford us ſo many ſad examples) I 
fear, leſt the old leaven of wickedneſs ſhould 
inſinuate itſelf again by degrees, till it has 
5 cCeorrupted 


(84). 
corrupted the whole maſs ; leſt the melan- 

choly ſcenes we have beheld in the kingdoms _ 
and churches of the Eat, ſhould be ated 
over again in the We ft; and the declenſion 
of ſound knowledge and virtuous practice, 


ſhould be more rapid chan their increaſe and 
advancement. 


Your Lordſhip has ſeen the works of the 
divine HxRBERT. You —_ remember how 
exceſſively fond Dr. R- * was of his 
poems, and how earneſtly he would recom- 
mend his excellent little treatiſe, called the 
Country Parſon, to all his pupils, who were 

to be candidates for holy orders. —Left you 
| ſhould not have the book by you, I muſt 
beg leave to tranſcribe a very remarkable 
paſſage from a poem, entitled, The Church 
Militant, which, as it relates wholly to Ame- 
rica, and breathes a kind of prophetic ſpirit, 
has generally been called “Herberts Pro- 
phecy.” The language is uncouth, and the 
meaſure far from harmonious but there is 


ſomething very animated a ODE x in the 
ſentiment. 


„% RRELIGIOo& 


(#') 


" Ber1cion ſtands on tip-toe in our land, 
Ready to paſs to the American ſtrand. 
When height of malice and prodigious luſts, 
Impudent ſinning, witchcrafts and diſtruſts, 
« (The marks of future bane) ſhall fill our cup 
Unto the brim, and make our meaſure up; 
„When Seine ſhall ſwallow Tiber, and the Thames 
= By letting in them both, pollutes her ſtreams ; 
„When T7raly of us ſhall have her will, 
And all her calendar of ſins fulfil; 
Whereby one may foretel what fins next year 
« Shall both in France and England domineer ; f 
Then ſhall Religion to America flee: 
© They have their times of goſpel een as we. 
My God, thou doſt prepare for them a way, 
« By carrying firſt their gold from them away: 
« For gold and grace did never yet agree; 
Religion always ſides with poverty. 
„We think we rob them, but we think amiſs: 
Me are more poor, and they more rich by this. 
Thou wilt revenge their quarrel, making grace 
« 'To pay our debts, and leave our ancient place 
Jo go to them, while that which now their nation 
Fut lends to us, ſhall be our deſolation. 
« Yet as the Church ſhall thither weſtward fly, 
„So fin ſhall trace, and dog her inſtantly : 
« They have their period alſo, and ſet times, 
«« Poth for their virtuous actions and their crimes ; 
And where of old the empire and the arts 
* Uſher'd the goſpel ever in men's hearts, 


| 
4 


Spain hath done one; when arts perform the other, 


The Church ſhall come, and fin the church ſhall ſmorher ; 


„That when they have accomplifhed the round, 
And met in th' Eaſt, their firſt and ancient ſound, 


12 Judgment may meet them both, and ſearch them round. 


Thus do both lights, as well in church as fun, 


„Light one another, and rogether run ; 
Thus allo fin and darkneſs fo! low {till 


* The church and fun with all their power and il. 


But as the ſun ſtill goes beth welt and eaſt; 
4 F8o alſo did the church, by going weſt 


« Still eaſtward go; becauſe i it drew more near 


« To time and place, where judgment ſhall 9 


You ſee, my Lord, from the ſhort 
ſketches . which I have given you, that 


_ Herbert's prophecy, if it may be ſo called, 


(though it is no more than what our ſchool- 
men have ſtiled reaſoning from analogy) is 


_ fulfilling faſt. Arts and religion ſtill keep 


pace with each other; and 'tis not impro- 
bable, as he conjectures, that their return to 
the Eaſt will be the“ lime and _ where 
judgment 9 appear.” 


I have no particular news to communicate 


to your Lordſhip, but that a new Governor 


of 


of the PENN family is lately arrived here 
As he formerly ſpent ſome time in this pre- 
vince, and made himſelf agreeable to moſt 
of che principal families, his appointment 
gives univerſal ſatisfaction. Your Lordſhip, 
if I remember, told me, before I left Eng- 
land, that you had ſeen his brother, the late 
Governor, when you were very young, ei- 
ther at Rame or Geneva. 


bee of Tone, reminds me of a viſic 
I lately received from the Rector of the 
Roman Catholic church in this city, in con- 
a ſequence of a letter I ſent to him from Mr. 
Pn1L.1Ps,, the author of the life of Cardinal 
PoLE,: which has lately revived much of 
the old controverſy in England. Mr. Ho, 
(kor this is the name of the Recor) appears 
to be a decent, well-bred Gentleman; and 
lam told, he is muck efteemed by all deno- 
minations of Chriſtians in this city, for his 
| prudence, his moderation, his known at- 
tachment to Britiſh bherty, ; and his unaffect- 
ed pious labours among the people to-whom 
he officiates. He correſponds with our old 


"$334 4 


friend 


(88 )) 


friend ABBE Gas r at Rome. He was 
fo obliging as to invite my friend the Mer- 
chant, and myſelf, to ſpend an hour with 
him in his little Carthufi an cell, as he called 
it. This ſmall apartment joins an old Go- 
Kd chapel, and, together with another op- 
poſite to it, (which is occupied by an aſſiſ- 
tant German Prieſt) forms a kind of porch 
through which you enter the Chapel. Here 
the venerable man entertained us very agree- 


ably ; ; and as I was particularly inquiſitive 
about the ſettlement and labours of his 
brethren the Fefurts at Paraguay, he put 
into my hands, at parting, a very circum- 
ſtantial narrative of the riſe and progreſs of 

[theſe ſettlements, written by one Muratori, 


Which I have ſince read. with much Pe 
1 bs 


of expedt by Captain L— the honour 
of a line or two from your Lordſhip. 

"CHARLES continues Rilt at New York. I 
foreſee: that his political obſervations will 
ſoon be changed into religious enen and I 


fear, 


( 8 ) 
fear, of ſuch a nature, as will not be very 


acceptable to ſome of his friends. 


I am, my Lox, 


Your Lordſhip's moſt devoted Friend, 


And obliged Servant, 


T. CASPIPINA. 


- PHILADELPHIA, 


Jan. 14th, 1772. 
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LETTER VIII. 


To | CHARLES MARSEILLES, . at 
1 'Nrw-York. | 


Deas Kü ts, | 


ONE day laſt week, having been invited 
to breakfaſt with a Gentleman and a Lady“ 
in this city, who have been married ſeveral 
years, I was ſhewn by the ſervant into a 
neat little room, and deſired to ſit down, 
till he ſhould call his miſtreſs, who, he ſaid, 
had that moment ſtepped up ſtairs The 
apparatus for breakfaſt was upon the table; 
and, as my eye glanced over it, I obſerved 
a piece of paper careleſsly folded up, and 
thrown into one of the bowls a pen and 
ink ſtanding by, I immediately concluded 
that the Lady, who was remarkable for being 
a good ceconomift, had been ſetting down 
ſome little expenfes in a hurry, intending, 


* Sec Letter VI. 


perhaps, 


1 

perhaps, to enter them at leiſure into her 
day-book. My curioſity prompted me to 
unfold the paper, with a deſign of rallying 
her a little, when ſhe appeared, upon the 
exactneſs of her ceconomy.—But judge of 
my ſurprize! when, inſtead of a family ac- 
count, I met with the following ſenfible, 
eaſy, and unaffeQed little eſſay, which ſeems 
to have been her morning meditation, juſt 
poured forth extempore from an heart, 
deeply touched with a ſenſibility of its own 
domeſtic bliſs. 


| As ſhe did not come down immediately, I 
had leiſure to peruſe the whole—l here 
tranſcribe it—and doubt not, but that your 
| honeſt heart will thrill with pleaſure whilſt 
you are reading i it. 


* If ever we, may be allowed to fay, that 

6 marriages are made 1 in heaven, it mult be, 
« when the union is formed upon a diſinte- 
* reſted affection, a love that cannot be de- 
&* ſcribed even by thoſe who have felt it— 
mM My own heart tells me, that it is beyond 
«al 


c rent ſexes, 'tis amazingly heightened 


E 
& all deſcription—Sure I am that the flame 


© is kindled, and cheriſhed too, by a ſuperior 
< power. Tis not a pretty face, or an ele- 
E gant perſon— tis not a brilliant wit, or a 
fine underſtanding, that can excite or pre · 
ſerve mutual affection zit ſprings from 
an higher ſource ;—it has been known to 


« ſubſiſt in its utmoſt ardour, where theſe 


* accompliſhments have been wanting. 
There is a nameleſs ſympathy of congenial 
4 ſouls, even among thoſe of the ſame ſex 
« which is felt—which cannot be deſcribed 


« hut which liſping mortals have denomi- 


© nated FRIENDSHIP. When this nameleſs 
< ſympathy meets in congenial ſouls of diffe- 


-< Friendſhip cannot expreſs the ſenſation— 


«< and we have learned to call it by the name 


off Love. A name, indeed, ſadly pro- 
- © Phaned by the lips of the ſenſualiſt, the 


„ covetous and ambitious—but felt and un- 


. * derſtood in its true meaning and import 
by thoſe alone, who ſeek for happineſs in 
the ſweet tranquility of domeſtic endear- 


ments 


* 


ments ho conſider the lover and huſ- 


band but as one and the ſame character. 

8 Bürk an union is indsed Most 10 be 
* 201 wiſhed or; and when once accompliſhed 
the pleaſures of life are enjoyed with a 
double reliſh, becauſe each, beſides his 


* own, partakes of a beloved partner's ſen- 


« ſation. —Misfortunes too—(and who ever 


« taſted the cup of life, without finding ſome 
„ bitterneſs in the draught?) Misfortunes 
* too loſe half their weight by being di- 


4 vided— and as each aſſiſts the other to bear 


e the load, ſo each comforts the other whilſt 


labouring under it.— Time, the general 
« deſtroyer. of temporal objects and human 
“ joys, perpetuates and increaſes ſuch a feli- 
«* city as this; which depends not ſo much | 
& upon external circumſtances, as upon the 


internal feelings of their own breaſts. In 


* the days of their marriage they may with 
* more propriety be called Lovers, than in 


the days of their courtſhip. 


“ Failings, 


Lr . s Eno Loa dD 28 


Failings, no doubt, each muſt diſcover 
« in the other—and will diſcover as long as 
% the angel is enſhrouded 1n this mortal veſ- 
« ture of clay.-—But even in theſe, they ſo 
* much reſemble one another, that they ſoon. 
« learn either to overlook them, or to bear 


them with a meekneſs, which true love 
< never fails of inſpiring. | 


This ſweetneſs of diſpoſition, mutual 


4 forbearance, and uninterrupted intercourſe 
< of endearing ſenſibilities, muſt not only 


« ſecure to them all the bliſs which this 
« world has to give,---but muſt be an ex- 
* cellent preparative for their future en- 
« joyment of thoſe eternal ſcenes, where 
« Love reigns without the leaſt alloy of any 
«ſordid paſſion, and to which they will 
« carry with them the ſame affections doubly 
« purified, and darting back from their beati- 
« fied ſpirits to that lovely center from 
„ whence. they originally came. 


« GREAT SOURCE of Love enable me---" 


Here 


© 2.13 - 
Here ſtopped her hand interrupted, 
probably, in her pious ejaculation by ſome 
family call, to which ſhe :abways — 
ſaerificed her ou 1 e 


"Sins had 1 a VE, 3 22 be 
it in the bowl, before ALMIRA made her 
appearance, and welcomed me to her houſe 5 
with that unaffected ſweetneſs - of addreſs; 
which ever attends and indicates a meek and 
humble heart.—Indeed, 1 have long been 
of opinion, that true Ppolitenefs is not in- 
debted folely to art, or what is generally 
called gopd company, but derives its pecu- 
liar charm from an higher original---and 
breather and 1 of Heave N. 
1 wida nay: 105 begged par- 
don of the good Lady for the liberty I had 
taken to peep into her manuſeript With a 
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bluſh of genuine modeſty ſhe excuſed me, 
apologized delicately for the hafty ſcrawl, as 
ſhe called it, and hoped that her ſentiments 
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was juſt going to expreſs the high ſatis- 
tisfaction which theſe ſentiments had given 
me, when AMYNTOR, the huſband and the 
lover of ALMIRA, entered in from his morn- 
ing walk.—-I ſaw the glance darted and 
catched from the eyes of both—-It ſpoke a 
thouſand feelings, which all the ſoftneſs of 
language could never have expreſſed.-— 
AMYNToOR's friendſhip for me dictated ſuch | 
welcome, as would have warmed the coldeſt 
| heart. It failed not of kindling the flame in 
mine; and with theſe two married lovers, I 
was more highly and rationally entertained, 
than ever J had been at a breakfaſt before. 


5 Juſt at parting, 1 communicated what had 
paſſed to AMYNTOR, who, at my earneſt 
| requeſt, furniſhed me with a copy of Al- 
AVR A 8 eſſay next morning. N 


NY am, moſt mana Foun 8, c. & 


„ CASPIPINA. 


PHILADELPHIA, © M47 } 
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To the RonT HonouRBLE LoRxD Vis- 


- COUNT: f, Qyun-STREPT, We ons 
ne. | FFF 


Mx LonD, 


I HAD the __ of y your « Lordſhp's 5 very 
obliging letter by Captain L——, who, after 
a moſt turbulent paſſage, arrived here on the 
roth inſtant. My friend, the merchant, in- 
troduced him to me the next morning, whilſt 
I was ſitting penſive in my chamber, as a 
Gentleman juſt arrived from England, who 
had aſked very particularly after me.—As 
he was dreſſed in a plain brown ſuit of 

clothes, I did not immediately know him, 


having been long accuſtomed to ſee him in 


regimentals.— But the moment he ſpake, 
and ſmiled, I recognized my fellow-ſtudent, 
and we embraced each other with all the af- 
fection of our juvenile friendſhip. He ſoon. 

opened 


4.4 $.,% 4: 


by ne me, that * had haut adviſed 


by his friends, and particularly by your 


' Lordſhip, to ſolicit one of the new. appoint- 


ments in N. America, and as a preparative 
to this, to diſpoſe of his commiſſion without 
delay ; that accordingly he had loſt no time, 
Sir J-N Hr having been glad of 
the opportunity of purchaſing for his ne- 
phew, who immediately embarked for Boſton, 
to join the regiment ;—that, backed by your 


S. 


tion of LADY CAROLINE, he obtained from 


Lord N—n, a patent for the office of —— 


in ——; that the death of his father, And 


of Mrs. OV 


venture to bring her with him to America, 


s aunt about the fame time, 
had thrown a ala over his little Tſculum, 


| damped the wonted cheerfulneſs of their 
evening fire- ſide, and determined him to part 


with that agreeable receſs, and remove Mrs. 
., who had now bleſſed him with a 


precious pledge of their love, to a ſeat of his 


uncle's, near Beverley ; that he would not 


till he had fixed upon the Place of his reſi- 
5 8 1 dence, 
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dence, and got every! thing accommodated 


for her 3 meet 


1 "ory got but 105 my eee 
of this change 1 in his circumſtances; at the 
ſame'time that I ſincerely ſympathized with 
him upon the melancholy events that Pro- 
duced it. The emoluments of his office, to- 
gether with the caſh into which he has con- 


verted His little eſtate, will enable him to 


hive | with elegance as well as comfort in 
. Fe will be fixed in a very agree- 


able ede neighbourhood; and enjoy 
all that domeſtic felicity, after which his 


heart has ſo long aſpired. For my part, I 
confeſs, that my fondeſt wiſhes would be 
gratified, could I obtain ſo decent and ho- 
nourable a proviſion for life. Experience 
has taught me to feel the truth, Which the 
Yr „ os” 


1 Then, pilgrim; 1 thy cares forego ; ; 
All earth- born cares are wrong; 
Man wants but little here below, 
5 Nor wants chat litle Jong: 


Pilgrims 


(-{ 101 ) 


rims we certainly. are in this world -aud 


| Lknow of no conſideration, that can allevis | 


ate the numberleſs evils and diſappointments 


to which we are ſubject whilſt we. are here, 


but this. that we belong to another world, 
which was our original, and muſt be our 
| fnal home hat the preſent ſtate of ou 


iſtence, is no other than a ſtate of, purificas _ 
tion; and that, according to ſeripture, rea: 
ſon and common ſenſe, our felicity here, as | 
well as hereafter, muſt wholly depend upon 


an immediate intercourſe opened and conti- 
nued betwixt our ſpirits, and the &TERNAL 


SOURCE'of GooDNEsSS. : This your! Lords 
ſhip knows is not Enthuſiaſm, but true rati- 


onal a religion. 


Ever ſince our friend's arrival, my me 


has been almoſt wholly taken up in going 
round with him, and viſiting the ſeveral 
| places in and about this Metropolis, which 
are worthy the attention of a ſtranger. The 
other day, whilſt we were walking in the 


public hall of the college with the Provgft, 


| and a clergyman from the iſland of »Barba- 
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l lectures. 


* 10 ) 
FOE who was formerly of Merten-College; 


Ded, I took the liberty of aſking the lat- 
eg whether he thought a Private or public 


education moſt advantageous. He did not 


heſitate to pronounce in favour of an educa- 


tion at a public ſchool j · and advanced ſeve- 
| rabreaſons in ſupport of his opinion, that ap- 


peared to me clear and convincing; but 

added, at the ſame time, that he could not 
help thinking, that the advantages of a pub- 
lio education would be much more conſide- : 
rable, were the perſons concerned in the ma- 
nagement of ſeminaries, to allow themſelves 


more latitude in their modes of teaching, 


as well as in the choice bf: nnn ne (apr 


To be inſtructed, ſaid he, in the learned 


languages, in the ſeveral branches of ſcience, 


and the deeper parts of philoſophy, is not 


the whole intent of ſending youth to a pub- 
lic ſchool.” "Theſe may be acquired, per- 
haps, to an equal perfection under a private 
tutor at home. But every parent has a right 
to expect, when he is at the expence of giv- 


1 | ; 2 
1 „ ing 


Go 


( 19, 3 ) 
ing TY child a regular univerſity, education, 


that he ſhould, be turned out, not only a 


good ſcholar, but a well-bred gentleman; 
and chat he ſhould be equall) 
ae in converſation and. in. writing. 
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„The gon. being he to reer, us, as 


it was his lecture hour, and the morning 


being remarkably fine, we agreed to take a 
walk to the Proprietor's garden, as tis called, 
a pleaſant little ſpot upon the bank of the 
ſweet river nne 


. 
1 


Daring our. 1 the. e we 
9 begun in the, Public Hall was reſumed. 
Our friend L= obſerved, - that there 
were many qualifications and accompliſh- 
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ments, which though n not of primary conſi- 


deration, were nevertheleſs of infinite ſer- 
vice, nay, indiſpenſably neceſſary to ſet off 


our improvements in knowledge. Can any 
thing, for inſtance, ſaid he, be more agreea- 


ble and engaging, than a ready, polite, and 


unaffected method of delivering one's ſenti- 
ments, both in writing and conyerſation, 


without 
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raftetizes the mere fcholar EL Can any t 


wittioict Hat flarched,” preciſe; and pedantic 
turm of ſtile and manner: ; which yeterally c chi 


have an happier" effect, elther in a ads 

company, 6r/a public atidience, than an ef, 
free, and unconſtrained geſture, accompany- 
ing a a diſtinct, graceful, atid Harmonious man- 
ner of ſpeaking ?—Or Wat can afford more 85 


ſatisfaction to ourſelves, 0 more Enftertain- 


ment to our friends, than's well-cultivated 
22 for the beautles of urt and nature 7. 
Nov all theſe powers are more ot Teſs in 
every human being; - and there is no time of 


life ſo proper and convenient for the Calling 


them forth, as thoſe early years, which 1 


generally 11 pent at ſchool. Tis by imitation 


5 and emulation alone, that theſe latent Teeds ot 


genius are to be àwakened and improved; 


and, tis well known, that 4 fondneſs" 'of 
theſe is one of the T 
| youth. | FL 


pr erune _ of i 
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Had man deen | bende or A bolt UE. 
ing, tlien indeed theſe qualifications could 
have been of little uſe to him: But as his 


nature 


( to5 ) 
nature points him out for ſociety, his duty, 
as well as his intereſt, ought to lead him to 
ſuch an exertion of his talents, as will render 
him uſeful and agreeable to all around.-—A 


mere ſcholar is ſcarcely tolerable; and I 


never ſhall forget the ridiculous appearance 
which one of our moſt learned Doctors of 


Maudlin always made in a. circle of polite | 


company, and even among us, his pupils, in 
the lecture- room. I cannot but think it a 
- misfortune to himſelf, to his friends, and the 
public, that a man of Dr. 'T——'s ſuperior 
knowledge and abilities, for want 'of a few 


neceſſary external graces, which he might 
have acquired twenty years ago with the 


greateſt eaſe and pleaſure, ſhould be doomed 
to ſpend his days in obſcurity, cloſetted up 
with a parcel of muſty authors, and incapa- 
ble of making that figure in ſocial life and 
polite converſation, which his 
talents would otherwiſe have enapled him to 
do. At preſent, he can neither do: juſtice to 
his own abilities, nor render them of any 
great ſervice to others. 


| Zinguiſhed 


* 106 5 


Here the good clergyman replied, with a 

| mildneſs peculiar to his character, that the 
fate of Dr. 1 might not attend r | 
done, who had miſſed the opportunity of ob- 
taining theſe accompliſhments in his younger 
years at a public ſchool. Some, he ob- 
ſerved, were furniſhed” with them by the 
bounty of nature ; and others very readily : 
acquired them by falling into polite com- 
pany, after ert had finiſhed their ſtudies. 


True, Sir, anſwered our friend - am ac- 
quainted with ſeveral ingenious gentlemen, 
who are ſolely indebted to nature or the 
beau- monde for many amiable external qua- 
lifications, which they poſſeſs. I grant that 
a youth of nice obſervation, mature judg- 
ment, and a ſprightly natural diſpoſition, 
may improve his taſte, correct his manners, 
and fit himſelf to adorn the ſocial life, by 
> frequently converſing with ſuch perſons, as 

have added to an extenſive erudition the 

moſt refined taſte, and all the graces of car- 
riage and behaviour. But then, experience 

muſt have informed us, that there are few 
, who 


a. © | 
who do not think themſelves ſufficiently ac- 
compliſhed, after they have gone through 
their courſe of ſtudies at a public ſchool ; 
and conſequently look upon it as beneath 


them, when they come abroad into the 


world, to copy after the taſte, behaviour, or 
converſation” of other men: To which I 
might add, that the circumſtances of ſome 
ſcholars will not allow them an opportunity 
of keeping ſuch company, as would contri- 
bute to their improvement in theſe things. 


And hence it becomes a matter of the utmoſt 


importance, that the maſters and tutors of 
our public ſeminaries ſhould not only be 
men of ſound learning, but polite, well bred, 
and of the moſt n gentle, and engaging 
— 
7 Beſides, continued Mr. L. „there 
are ſome of the qualifications that have been 
mentioned, which are neither to be obtained 
from converſation with the polite world, nor 
yet are given entirely to any one * the in- 
dulgence of nature. | 
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part, I can attri 
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. To inſtance only one of theſe :>Whence 
comes. it, that we have ſo few, eminent 


ſpeakers either in the pulpit or at the bar? 
Were the amiable graces of ſpeech ſolely in 


the gift of nature, or were they to be ac- 
quired by ffequenting the genteeleſt com- 
pany, and converſing with the politeſt part 


of mankind, I can ſcarbely imagine, that 


the number of orators would. be ſo. ſmall, or 


that thoſe whom nature hath. bleſſed, perhaps 


with many other. graces. and -accompliſh- 


ments, and whoſe-ſtations in life always en- 
title them to aſſociate with the higheſt and 


beſt, bf men, ſhould be ſo generally defici- 


ent in the art of ſpeaking well. For my 


0 


ute this to no other cauſe 


than the too common neglect of this neceſ- 


ſary branch of education at moſt of our pub- 
lic ſchools. And hence it is, that a late in- 
genious and polite writer complains, that 


the moſt eſtabliſhed error of an univerſity 


education is the general neglect of all thoſe 
ttle qualifications and accompliſhments, 


| which make up the character of a well-bred | 
| man, 
| 
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man, and the muy attention to what is 
called deep learning. 


After 0 been my approbation 
of theſe ſentiments in general, I only begged 
leave to obſerve, that though the ſeeds or 
principles of knowledge, taſte, and every 


graceful accompliſhment were undoubtedly 


implanted in every human breaſt, yet nature 
had ſtrongly pointed out ſome predominant 
powers in each individual, ſufficiently: cha- 
racteriſtic of that particular excellence, by 
which, if properly attended to and improved, 
each might become uſeful and illuſtrious in 
his own proper ſphere. To watch theſe 
dawning powers, to take the moſt proper 
method of ſtrengthening and improving 
them, and to direct the youthful mind to 
ſuch ſtudies and employments in life, as ap- 
pear beſt adapted to its peculiar genius, muſt 
ſurely be the principal objects of the tutor's 
attention. The orator, the poet, the Philo- 
ſopher, the patriot, the ſoldier, generally ap- 
pear at an earlier ſeaſon of life than is com- 


*The Guardien. 


monly 


—. 


"tr hag te OY OO ——— — 


| 
| 
| 


4 1100 


monly 8 And from an inattention 
to, or improper treatment of, theſe buds of 
excellence, many have withered away with- 
out producing fruit or bloſſoms. 


' After taking a few turns in the garden, 
we walked back again to the College, where 


we had appointed to meet the modeſt and 
ingenius Mr. RiTTENHOUSE, who, without 
one {ingle advantage from a private tutor, 


or public education, by the mere force of 
genius and induſtry, may now juſtly be rec- 
koned the FigsT ASTRONOMER and Ma- 


THEMATICIAN in the world. He enter- 


tained us moſt agreeably with a little lecture 
upon his new-invented Orrery, of which 
your Lordſhip will find a particular deſcrip- 
tion in the volume of American Philoſophical 
een 


I am much obliged to your Lord- 
ſhip for your valuable preſent of the Micro/- 
cope and Thermometer. The new improve- 


ments which I find in the conſtruction of | 


the Microſcope, render it more portable as 
well 


= 
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well as more convenient for the application 
of a greater variety of obj ets. 

My moſt reſpectful compliments wait 
upon Lady CAROLINE, and Miſs S——, I 
am glad to hear that the Bath waters have 
been ſo ſerviceable to her Ladyſhip.— Mr. 
L—— ſpends a few days more in this city, 
and then ſets out for New-York, from 
hence CHARLES has promiſed to conduct 
him to the place of his intended reſidence. 


P am, my Lord, 
Your Lordſhip' 8 moſt obedient 
and devoted ſervant, 
. CASPIPINA. 


, PmILADELPHIA, 
March 30, 1772. 


LETTER 
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mee on 


To CHARLES MARSEILLES, Ely; af at 


innen 


Dear CnARLEs, 


WIV will you ſeek to draw me into a 
religious diſpute ?—I have often told you, 


that I looked upon polemics in divinit to 
be unprofitable, and much more injurious to 


the chriſtian temper, than in any of the 
other ſciences. - Tis not the cauſe of truth 
and goodneſs eſſentially and ſimply conſi- 


dered; but it is merely their own private 
opinion, or that of ſome great Doctor, or 


leader of a ſet, that men in general are 


| zealous to maintain. The reformation of 


the heart and life is the great and only-end 
of true religion: And 1 cannot think this 
end will ever be promoted by ſuch contro- 


verſies as have a tendency to kindle up 


1 wrath, or produce bitterneſs of ſpirit ; ; 


however 
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however the advocates on either ſide may 
flatter themſelves, that they are zealous for 
the honour of God, and ardently deſirous 
of reſcuing their friends or neighbours from 
the dominion of error. PO 


When I was laſt at N 1 was 
really. ſurfeited with the converſation of one 
of your Methodi it Saints. Such an air of 
arrogance and ſelf-ſufficiency appeared even 
in his vehement declamations againſt the 
pride and ſelf-righteouſneſs of human nature, 
that I was aſtoniſhed to ſee a perſon of your 
| uſual penetration ſo duped by an enthuſiaſ- 
tical Pretender, as not to diſcover the work- 
ings of an evil temper under the flimſy, 
flaunting veil of a falſe and hypocritical 
zeal. My heart deceives me greatly, if 1 
have not an high veneration, and ſincere 
love for all good men, however they differ 
from one another or myſelf. The marks of 
goodneſs, indeed, I have always looked for 
in the temper and conduct: and where theſe 
ſail, the author of my religion hath taught 
Ws, 5 SY me 
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me to pronounce all other pretences | vain 


mw nd d clulive. 


I was once acquainted with a foreign cler- 
gyman, who was perfectly maſter of all the 
canting peculiarities which diſtinguiſh the 
| brethren of the conventicle. I thought him 
at firſt much in earneſt, and eſteemed him 
as an honeſt man, though his notions were 
very different from mine. But he ſoon for- 
feited my friendſhip by * conduct, which 
common honeſty muſt teach every man to 
deteſt—Talking upon indifferent ſubjects in 
a mixed company, he would appear as 
cheerful and ſprightly as any in the circle ; 
nay, I have frequently obſerved him, under 
an affectation of mirth and humour, ſtoop 
In the midit of ſuch a con- 


verſation, was any one in company to drop 


to puerilities.- 


a religious hint, or make a ſingle grave re- 
mark, or did any of his very ſerious friends 
enter the room, every mulcle of his counte- 
nance would change its form, an awful 
gloom would cover his brow, his eyes and 
hands would be elevated, his tone of voice 


would 
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would become ſolemn and plaintive, his lips 
would utter ſome pious reflection or ejacula- 
tion, and he would attempt in a very auk 
ward manner to give a ſerious turn to the 
converſation. 1 ſoon grew ſick of all this 
grimace, gradually withdrew from his a- 
quaintance, and was afterwards informed by 
ſeveral who had been as much deceived. as 
myſelf, that his temper and conduct were ut- 
terly inconſiſtent with his formal profeſſion, | 


In this and two or three other inſtances, [ | 
bought my experience at no ſmall price. 
The uneaſineſs of mind which I always ſuf- 

| fer on the detection of fraud or inſincerity 
in a pretended friend, is far heavier to me 


than any temporal loſs I e thereby ſul- 
tain. 
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You ſeem to intimate in your laſt Letter, 


that I ſhould ſoon become as religious as 


— — 
— Me" 2 
pan. „ 1 


you wiſh me to be, could 1 diſengage my- 
ſelf from the polite circle with whom I am 


— GN Lads 
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connected in England as well as in America; 
and that nothing but the apprehenſion of 
H 2 | being 
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being cetifured for 1 ngularity Keen me tom 
Aiviog in ſuch. a manner, and converſing 
with ſuch a ſet of people, as you think 


would highly contribute to my ſpiritual | im- 
provement. 


True politeneſs, CnARLES, is the genuine 
bffspring of true religion A ſullen ſeverity 
of manners is no where ineulcated in the 
' goſpel.Meekneſs, humility, and conde- | 
ſcenſion, are there marked out as fundamen- 
tal graces And where theſe reign in the 
heart, they will ſurely dictate ſuch a ſweet 
and amiable conduct, as is only mimicked by 
the common forms of what is called good. 
breeding. 1 find as great want of this true po- 
liteneſs among the rich as among the poor. 
Wealth gives it not—neither does poverty 
withhold it. Like its illuſtrious parent, it 
is conſined to no ſtate of life, ſect, or deno- 
mination---S1R - has it not---but I find 
it in Logp P- . My poor ſervant has 
no pretenſions to it—he is as ride as a ſa- 
22 . pie has it fully according to his 
| tation 


- 
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En 
ſtation—he is as mild and gentle and affee- 
tionate as a lamb-—We ſeek for it in vain in 
the mere bows and compliments of a church- 
man -We are ſurpriſed ſometimes to find it 
in the ſimplicity of a Quaker. 


When you ſpeak of the polite circle of 
friends or acquaintance, with which I am 
connected, I am ſure you cannot affix the 
ſame meaning to the word politeneſs, that I 


have here given it, or you would not wiſh ' 


to ſee me diſengaged from them. Your ex- 


”— 


The friendſhip and kind offices of ſome of 


preſſions, therefore, muſt allude to thoſe 


among them who are diſtinguiſhed either 


For their opulence, or their titles and exalted 


ſtations in life. But why, my dear friend, 
ſhould I break off all connections with theſe? 
my acquaintance with many of them began 


in my earlieſt years. Though of foreign 


4 


extraction, you know I had my univerſity 


education in England. Connections formed 


during the earlier periods of life, both of us 
have experienced to be ſtrong and tender. — 


this 
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this polite circle, we have both been favour- 
ed with. There are many truly amiable 
characters among them : and though ſome 
of them may appear to have ſhaken off the 
reſtraints of religion in their outward con- 
du; yet chriſtian charity leads me to hope, 
that they are not altogether deſtitute of good 
principles 2vithin: Of what ſervice would it 
be to me to keep at a diſtance from them, to 
| ſhun their company, or light their correſ- 
pondence ?—It would ſurely hurt the fineſt 
feelings of my ſpiritual life—It would hurt 
my gratitude, my affection, my charity—lt 
would hurt my humility, my meekneſs, and 
love of peace—lt would raiſe paſſions in 
me that I would fain have extinguiſhed. It 
would tempt me to think myſelf their ſu- 
perior in virtue and goodneſs—It would 
_ tempt me to indulge a cenſorious diſpoſition, 
and to treat them with a mortifying cold- 
neſs and indifference-—It would mingle bitter- 
neſs with the ſweets that heaven hath freely 
ſent me and thus render me ungrateful to 
my God as well as to them. Beſides, it 
ii would 
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would undoubtedly give them a very unfa- 
vourable opinion of my religious principles, 
when they diſcovered that they had ſuch an 
evil influence on my conduct when they 
found me no longer as kind and affectionate, 
as willing to oblige, and as attentive to their 


perſons and their intereſts, as I had hereto- 
fore been. 


* 


My American friends are among the moſt 
ingenious and virtuous men I have ever met 
with. You were introduced to many of them 
during your late viſit to this place. You 

| admired them—and obſerved, that they only 

wanted one ingredient to make their charac- 
ter compleat.- 


J knew your meaning at 


once: and I think I ſhall very eaſily obviate 
your objection, when I come to give you 
my ſentiments upon what you call fingula- 
rity, the charge of which you ſeem to think 
Iam ſadly afraid of. This I ſhall not t fail of 


doing 1 in a future letter. 


— 


Our 


© (im 
Our i ingenious and worthy friend, Mc | 
5 Hei K—N$S—N, has lately received a little 
douceur from Lord N—TH,' which will add 
ſomewhat to his comfortable ſituation here. 
To this obliging gentleman I am indebted 
for my introduction to many valuable ac- 
quaintances. He has likewiſe furniſhed me 
with ſeveral pretty ſpecimens of American 
compoſition, as well in poetry as in proſe. 
——One or two of theſe, which I have 
ſince diſcovered to be his own, 1 have al- 


| ready communicated to Lord P. 


Dr. M- 


week or two ago. His errand there is to 


—N embarked for Jamaica a 


ſolicit contributions for the College in this 
city. Every friend to literature, who is ac- 
quainted with the broad and catholic bottom 
upon which this inſtitution is founded, can- 
not but wiſh him the higheſt ſucceſs. 


Pray ſend me, by the next private convey- 
ance, SmiTH's Hiflory of New-York.” 1 
am collecting every ching that relates to the 

** 
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-biſtory of the coloni es, for the entertainment 
of Lord H——, Write to me ſoon; and 


condeſcend to fill one corner of your paper 
with a few temporal matters. 


Iam 
Your moſt conſtant 
Friend and ſervant, 


. CASPIPINA. 


pu abzirnla, 
April a, 1773. 
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